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Eyes on Fort Wayne, May 30) 


SYNOD DEDICATES A NEW COLLEGE AND CAMPUS 


Eleven years of planning and three 
years of construction will climax 
May 30, when Synod’s new Concordia 
Senior College in Fort Wayne is ded- 
icated to the glory of God. 

Dr. John W. Behnken, President of 
Synod, will be the speaker for the ded- 
icatory service in the college gymna- 
sium at 2 P.M. Dr. Martin J. Neeb, 
president of the school, will perform the 
rite of dedication. 

Liturgists for the service include: 
Rev. Hugo G. Kleiner, chairman of 
Synod’s Board for Higher Education; 
Dr. Ottomar Krueger, President of the 
Central District and representative of 
the Board of Control; and Dr. Paul L. 
Dannenfeldt, representing the Fort 
Wayne Pastoral Conference. 

Erwin Esslinger of Zion Church, 
Fort Wayne, will be the organist; 
choral music will be provided by the 
Concordia Senior College Choir under 
the direction of Prof. Herbert Nuech- 
terlein. 


In addition to the Friday afternoon 
service, the dedication committee has 
scheduled three choral vespers in Kra- 
mer Chapel. For the identical 5 P. M. 
and 8 P.M. services on May 30 
Prof. Paul Bunjes will play the organ, 
and the college choir will sing. Pro- 
fessor Bunjes, who prepared the spec- 
ifications for the Schlicker organ, will 
be heard again at the 8 P.M service 
on May 31. The program will include 
selections by the choir and the Con- 
cordia Senior College Speech Choir, 
which is conducted by Prof. Paul 
Harms. 

A service of thanksgiving at 11 
A. M., June 1, will conclude the week- 
end dedication events. 

Since many out-of-town visitors are 
expected to attend, preparations are 
being made to feed and house the 
guests, reports Arthur H. Hein, gen- 
eral chairman of the dedication com- 
mittee. Requests for hotel and motel 
accommodations should be sent to: 
Dedication Committee, Concordia Sen- 
ior College, Fort Wayne, Ind. 


Constructed in a villagelike concept, 
the college is located on a 187-acre 
rolling tract of land about five miles 
northeast of Fort Wayne. The campus 
is dominated by Kramer Chapel, which 
stands on a slope above a man-made 
lake. Other buildings cluster about the 


chapel; the residence halls radiate out- - 
ward. 

The plans of Concordia Senior Col- - 
lege, designed by Eero Saarinen and| 
Associates of Detroit, won the top de-- 
sign award for higher education proj- -f 
ects in the educational category of | 
Progressive Architecture’s award pro- : 
gram. 

Built to accommodate 450 students, 
the college has ten main buildings, 12 
residence halls, and a counselor’s res- 
idence in the vicinity of each cluster | 
of three dormitories. Separate apart- 
ment buildings for men and women of 
the operating staff complete the central 
group of 28 buildings. 

On-campus faculty residences have 
been provided for the institution’s pres- 
ident and for 18 faculty members. 
Additional staff housing will be added. 


The new campus features many in- 
novations: 

Five of the 10 classrooms in the 
207-foot-long classroom building are 
two-level rooms. The unit also has 
a natural-science auditorium and 
speech-training laboratory. 

The auditorium contains four sound- 
proofed music rooms under the stage. 

The student commons provides a 
general lounge for students and visitors, 
space for hobby activities, a snack bar, 
and a recreational area. 

The roof of 86-foot-high Kramer 
Chapel is pitched at 23% degrees from 
the vertical. The Schlicker organ has 
53 ranks. A 50-foot aluminum cross 
hangs on the chancel wall above the 
altar. A free-standing 106-foot bell 
tower topped by a cross is next to the 
chapel. 

The gymnasium seats 1,800 for ath- 
letic events and 3,200 for mass assem- 
blies. | 

Cafeteria or family-style service can/ 
be offered in the dining rooms, which — 
accommodate 500 students at a single — 
sitting. | 

The dormitories are designed in five 
separate levels, so that an average of 
fewer than eight students live on any | 
single level. Equipped with its own | 
lounge, prayer chapel, and special study 
room, each residence hall has a capac- 
ity of 34 students. 

An administration building, faculty 
office building, and health center com- 
plete the cluster of main buildings. 

(Continued on page 20) 
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901 CANDIDATES, TEACHERS, AND VICARS CALLED 
Missouri Synod Membership Grows to 2,351,805 


Nine hundred and one calls and ap- 
Plications were assigned April 30 by 
Synod’s College of Presidents at a meet- 
ing in St. Louis. The number of minis- 
terial and teacher candidates, vicars, 
and supply teachers was the largest ever 
Made available for service in the 
church. 


Calls were assigned to 152 St. Louis 
seminary seniors and to 46 Springfield 
seminary seniors, who will graduate in 
June. 


Seminarians, who spend a vicarage 
year in parish work as part of their 
training, received 210 assignments. 
Seventy-six requests for vicars could 
not be supplied. 


Teachers 


The committee received 725 applica- 
tions for men and women teachers and 
supply teachers (who in their profes- 
sion are equivalent to vicars); only 489 
were placed. Unfilled were 236 ap- 
plications. At least another 275 teachers 
are needed, making a total of more than 
500 vacancies. 

Of the 166 calls for men graduates, 
141 were filled, leaving a shortage 
Or 25. 

Although 377 applications for 
women graduate teachers reached the 
committee, it) could assign only 117. 

While there were 182 applications 
for supply teachers and 231 students 
were available, the Placement Com- 
mittee assigned all 231, because some 
of the 260 unfilled applications for 
‘women teachers indicated that a sup- 
ply teacher would be welcome. 

Six teachers were assigned to Synod’s 


colleges. 
Matching 


“The Placement Committee, which 
reviews the calls for pastors and teach- 
ers, works extremely hard and under 
prayerful deliberation to match the 
men with the place, according to cri- 
teria established for placement,” com- 
mented Dr. Walter F. Lichtsinn, synod- 
ical Vice-President and chairman of 
the College of Presidents. 

The Texas District received the 
jargest number of ministerial candi- 
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date assignments made this spring: 15. 


Central and Towa West each re- 
ceived 12. 
Leading in teacher and _ supply- 


teacher assignments are Michigan, with 
53; Northern Illinois, 49; Central, 40; 
and Western, 39. 
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* Men and women 


Foreign and Other Calls 


Seven synodical foreign mission calls 
were given to ministerial candidates: 
three for work in the Philippines; three 
in Japan; and one in South America. 
In addition, one vicar will go to the 
Panama Canal Zone. ; 

The Synodical Conference, of which 
the Missouri Synod is a member, called 
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one candidate for work among Negroes 
in the United States, one missionary for 
Nigeria, and one vicar for the New 
Orleans field. 


To Synod’s Deaf Mission the com- 
mittee assigned two ministerial can- 
didates and four vicars. 


To sister churches the committee 
processed. three ministerial calls for 
the Ev. Lutheran Church of England 
and one for the Ev. Lutheran Church 
of Australia. 


Other placements of ministerial can- 
didates are: Lutheran high schools, 
three (two in St. Louis and one in 
Chicago); synodical preparatory schools 
and colleges, three; Valparaiso Univer- 
sity, three. 

The New’ Guinea Mission received 
the only teacher-candidate assignment 
for foreign service. 


Vacancies 


“Despite these 901 assignments there 
are still 258 vacancies in our North 
American parishes where a pastor is 
needed immediately,” Vice-President 
Lichtsinn told the WITNEss. 


The number of additional pastors 
needed as of November 1958 will total 
295, if the 37 new parishes now pro- 
jected are added. This total does not 
include vacancies caused by death or 
retirement. 


Growth of Church 


The present baptized membership 
of the Missouri Synod stands at 
2,351,805, a gain of 79,893, Statisti- 
cian Armin Schroeder reported to the 
meeting. 


Synod’s most recent count of 
1,499,391 communicant members 
shows a gain of 47,325, or 3.25%. 


“As missionary endeavors continue, 
especially through the  Preaching- 
Teaching-Reaching Evangelism  Pro- 
gram, and church membership gains 
momentum, many new parishes will re- 
quire missionaries,” stated Dr. Licht- 
sinn. 


“And the recruitment of theological 
and teacher-training students is of ut- 
most importance in our church today,” 
he added. “The demand for pastors and 
teachers now far exceeds the supply the 
church can offer through the gradu- 
ating classes of Synod’s seminaries and 
teachers colleges.” 
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At Student Seminar, l.—r.: C. W. Loeber, Ray Scherer, Rev. R. E. van Deusen. 


Lutheran Students Attend 
Washington Seminar 


Ray Scherer, NBC White House 
correspondent and member of First 
Trinity Lutheran Church in the capital, 
addressed the Lutheran Student Semi- 
nar at a luncheon in the National Press 
Club. He spoke on “A Newsman 
Covers the President.” 

Attending the meetings in early April 
were 164 students — 53 from the Mis- 
souri Synod — coming from 25 states 
and five foreign countries. 

At sessions held in the Pentagon the 
seminar heard addresses on “The Role 
of the U.S. Armed Forces in World 
Affairs,’ “Our Missile Program,” and 
“Character Guidance in the Armed 
Forces.” 

A discussion on the State Depart- 
ment’s work and the current interna- 
tional situation in Africa was presented 
by department officials. 

Carl W. Loeber, who was chairman 
of the seminar, is deputy chief in the 
Frequency Allocation Group of the 
Directorate of Communications Elec- 
tronics, Headquarters USAF, in the 
Pentagon. He is also a member of the 
Lutheran Hour Operating Committee. 

Rev. Robert E. van Deusen is Wash- 
ington secretary of Public Relations in 
the National Lutheran Council. 


Publications Refuse 


Liquor Advertisements 


More than 200 nationally circulated 
magazines, including 17 with circula- 
tions topping the million mark, refuse 
all alcoholic-beverage advertising, the 
Methodist Board of Temperance re- 
ported in Washington. 


4 


The survey by the temperance 
agency “refutes claims of publishers 
that they have to have the revenue 
from alcohol advertising in order to 
meet rising publishing costs,” said 
Dr. Caradine R. Hooton, executive sec- 
retary of the board. 

Three out of four daily newspapers 
now accept alcohol advertising, she 
claimed. 

Among the magazines with more 
than 1,000,000 circulation are Reader’s 
Digest, Saturday Evening Post, This 
Week, Ladies’ Home Journal, National 
Geographic, Good Housekeeping, Popu- 
lar Mechanics, Mechanix Illustrated, 
Seventeen, American Home, Parents, 
Workbasket, Boys’ Life, Better Homes 
and Gardens, Woman’s Day, and Scho- 
lastic. 


Springfield Faculty 
Adds Three Professors 


Three men have accepted appoint- 
ments to the faculty of Concordia Sem- 
inary, Springfield, Il., President Walter 
A. Baepler announced. 


Martin F. Luebke, who is now prin- 
cipal of Immanuel Lutheran School at 
Grand Rapids, Mich., will teach in 
the department of education. 


Dr. J. A. O. Preus, a faculty mem- 
ber of Bethany Lutheran College and 
Seminary, Mankato, Minn., and a 
member of the Norwegian Synod of 
the American Evangelical Lutheran 
Church, has accepted an appointment 
to teach Latin and Greek at the Spring- 
field seminary. 

He is a graduate of Luther College, 


Decorah, Iowa, 1941, and Luther 
Seminary, St. Paul, Minn., 1944. 
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His brother, Dr. Robert Preus, joined ! 
the St. Louis seminary faculty last fall. , 
Both men are sons of former Governor ° 
J. A. O. Preus of Minnesota. 


Warren Wilbert, athletic director of’ 
the high school department of Con-: 
cordia Teachers College, Seward, Nebr., , 
will serve the Springfield institution in | 
a similar capacity. 

A graduate of Concordia, Milwaukee, 
Wilbert studied at the St. Louis semi- | 
nary for two years and was graduated 
from Concordia, Seward in 1950. 


TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH, 
Calgary, Alberta, dedicated, March 16. 


Pastor and Group Leave 


ABC, Build Own Church 


Rev. Charles A. Distler, pastor of 
Union Baptist Church, Endicott, N. Y., — 
and 33 parishioners left that church in 
March 1957, after the congregation 
voted to retain its long-held affiliation 
with the American Baptist Convention, 
and formed Faith Baptist Church. 

In April of this year the group broke 
ground for their own new church, 
which now has 100 members. 

The break was due to a “doctrinal 
issue, pressure and overlordship on the 
part of the American Baptist Conven- | 
tion” in local church affairs, Mr. Distler 
said. 

His parishioners, he added, “refused 
to support a modernistic convention 
which was in turn supporting many 
modernistic missionaries. We find there 
are some missionaries who do not 
believe in the Virgin Birth of the Lord 
Jesus Christ.” 
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Lutheran Scientist’s 
Theory Featured in “Time” 


_ Dr. John Grebe, 58, director of Dow 
Chemical Company’s nuclear research, 
Midland, Mich., and a member of Saint 
John Lutheran Congregation, Midland, 
last month addressed the New York 
Academy of Scientists in Manhattan. 
__ His proposal of “a periodic table for 
‘fundamental particles” that might help 
explain the nature of matter was re- 
ported by Time news magazine, May S. 

“Relativity, which explained the mo- 
tion of large bodies in a gravitational 
field, has never explained the behavior 
of subatomic particles, which are con- 
trolled by electric forces,” said Time. 

The mystery of why fundamental 
particles of matter somehow hold to- 
gether in the atomic nucleus, Dr. Grebe 
reasons, must be less complicated than 
researchers believe, because the rest of 
nature is “so beautiful and orderly and 
ultrasimple.” 

The known 28 accelerator-produced 
new particles, he theorizes (“unified 
field theory”), may all be multiples of 
combinations of only two: pairs of the 
negatively charged electron and the 
positively charged electron (positron). 

There are indications of the presence 
of a number of proportional dimen- 
sions, the theory proposes, for solids in 
the ratio of two, three, and four. “When 
Grebe adds a time-related dimension, 
velocity in the form of relativistic mass, 
the results match the known values for 
the particle masses,” reports Time. 

His table would indicate that gravity 
itself is an electromagnetic force. 

The Lutheran Scholar, January 1958, 
prints Dr. Grebe’s address “Frontiers of 
Science,” presented to the National Sci- 
ence Fair in Cleveland, Ohio. 

His Scripture-documented letter on 
“Infant Baptism” appeared in the Lu- 
THERAN WITNESS, July 16, 1957, p. 23. 
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Jewish School Rolls 
Double in Decade 


Pupil enrollment in Jewish day and 
Sunday schools rose from 231,000 in 
1947 to 490,000 in 1957, the American 
Jewish Yearbook discloses. 

The enrollment doubled during a 
decade when the Jewish population in 
America increased only 15—20 per 
cent to the present 5,255,000, the book 
stated. 

About one half of the estimated 
12,350,000 Jewish population through- 
out the world lives in North America; 
3,466,000 in Europe; 1,855,000 in Asia, 
585,000 in Africa; and 61,000 in Aus- 
tralia and New Zealand. 


Immanuel, Hillside, Ill. 


Celebrates Centennial 


Dr. John W. Behnken, President of 
Synod, will speak at the centennial 
service of Immanuel Church, Hillside 
(Proviso), Ill., on June 8. 

Considered one of the 57 historical 
landmarks of Northern Illinois, Im- 
manuel had its beginning when charter 
members settled at Proviso in 1850. 
These pioneers from Hanover, Ger- 
many, cleared their own land. 

For eight years they attended services 
at Zion Lutheran Church, Addison, 
then known as Duncklees Grove, 10 
miles from Proviso. 

When roads were impassable for 
teams, the members walked 10 miles 
to services. In 1858, 19 members were 
granted permission to start a separate 
church at Proviso. 

The 750-member congregation has 
been the mother parish for Missouri 
Synod Lutheranism in Forest Park, 
Hinsdale, Western Springs, La Grange, 
Lyons, Willow Springs, and Bellwood, 
Il. 


Immanuel’s house of worship, ded- 
icated in 1868, was renovated and en3 
larged in preparation for the centennial 
year. The modern school building was 
dedicated in 1951. 

Dr. Elmer H. Pittelko has served 
Immanuel--Congregation since 1945. 
His six predecessors were Revs. Carl 
Meyer, 1858—1864; George M. 
Zucker, 1864—1873; John  Strieter, 
1873—1902; Christopher Droegemuel- 
ler, 1902—1905; Henry Roehrs, 1905 
—1928; and Otto Heerwagen, 1929— 
1944, 


Archaeologist Finds 
Judean Way of Shur 


After explorations in the Negev, 
Israel’s southern desert, Biblical archae- 
ologist Nelson Glueck announced the 
discovery of the Way of Shur, impor- 
tant Judean caravan highway. It is 
mentioned in Gen. 16:7; 20:1; 25:18; 
ish, ISSR eink [Sahin SE W278. 

“Our important discovery lies in the 
fact that we found two Judean kingdom 
fortresses overlooking the valley of 
Ruheiba or Rehoboth,” said Dr. 
Glueck, president of Hebrew Union 
College — Jewish Institute of Religion. 
“The discovery of these fortresses in- 
dicates we were indeed on the ancient 
Way of Shur.” 

Dating from the 10th to the 6th cen- 
tury B.C., pottery fragments found on 
the site identified the road and for- 
tresses, he claimed. . 

T. E. Lawrence in 1912 had theo- 
retically identified Ruheiba as the Bibli- 
cal site of Rehoboth, but could not 
confirm his conclusion because of in- 
ability to date pottery fragments found 
in the vicinity, Dr. Glueck stated. 

“These days we know how to date 
pottery,” he said, “and now know that 
Lawrence was absolutely right.” 


-Grace Congregation (Rev. H. H. Hellbusch), Denver, Colo., recently dedicated its new church and school 
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Pacific Church Attracts 


World’s Fair Cameramen 


Shortly after dedication, Bethany 
Lutheran Church, Menlo Park, Calif., 
drew the attention of cameramen from 
Stanford Industrial Park. They were 
on assignment to film points of attrac- 
tion for an exhibit at the World’s Fair 
in Brussels, Belgium. The cameramen 
photographed the church. 

The plant of the 355-communicant- 
member congregation now includes the 
brick-and-stucco church seating 365; 
a two-room day school for 54 pupils, 
and a parish hall. The full basement 
will provide two additional classrooms. 

The staff includes Rev. Orval M. 
Oswald, only pastor of the seven-and-a- 
half-year-old congregation, and two 
teachers: LeMoyne D. Waak and Ernst 
J. Hansen. 

A 48-foot aluminum-clad cross 
dominates the exterior of the brick-and- 
stucco building. Inside, rising behind 
the altar, is a 30-foot cut-stone wall. 
The natural green and white stones 
were mined in California’s gold 
country. 


Nebraska Couple Observes 


70th Wedding Anniversary 


“The Lord hath helped me hitherto,” 
sang John Riedel, 99, and his wife, 88, 
when their children gathered in Kear- 
ney, Nebr., to celebrate the parents’ 
70th wedding anniversary on April 4. 

Singing hymns is a favorite pastime 
of the couple, their daughter Eliza- 
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Bethany Church, Menlo Park, Calif., dedicated in March 
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beth, 66, who takes care of her par- 
ents, wrote the WITNESS. 

“The Riedels have exemplified every- 
thing that any Christian and Lutheran 
family can,” comments their pastor, 
Rev. E. O. Potratz. “The picture, taken 
very recently, shows the venerable cou- 
ple in a familiar scene: Mr. Riedel and 
his Bible; Mrs. Riedel and the Luther- 
aner, which the couple has read for 
more than 60 years. 

“In 1926 the couple retired from 
their farm and came to Kearney, where 
they have been active members of Zion 
Church. They walk two and one-half 
blocks to services when weather per- 
mits. Mrs. Riedel is also a member of 
the Concordia Ladies’ Society. She still 
assists with light housework and does 
some handwork.” 


Oe. 
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John Riedel, 99, and Bible; Mrs. Riedel, 88, and Lutheraner. 


Until he was 97, Mr. Riedel mowed 
the lawn and cultivated the garden. 

The other sons and daughters are 
Martin; J. C. of Boulder, Colo.; Mrs. 
Fred Holscher, Ogallala; and Mrs. Wal- 
ter Heny, Powell, Wyo. All are active 
in church and civic affairs. One daugh- 
ter taught in a parochial school. There 
are 11 grandchildren and 20 great- 
grandchildren. 

In 1878 both had come from Balti- 
more, Md., to Beatrice, Nebr., where 
they were married, April 4, 1888, and 
spent their first year on a farm. 

Homesteading in Ogallala, Nebr., in 
1889 introduced them to the hardships 
of pioneer life: crop failure by drouth, 
grasshoppers, hailstorms, and prairie 
fires. The first four years on the home- 
stead the Riedels lived in a sod house. 
They hauled water for five years. 


Briefly Told 


Antenuptial Contract. The Supreme 
Court of Georgia denied the effect of 
an antenuptial contract in the case of 
Stanton v. Stanton (100 S. E. 2d 289). 
Contemplating marriage, a couple 
entered into a contract whereby they 
agreed that their children should be 
reared in the religious faith of the 
husband. 


Gift from Non-Lutheran. “Here, 
Pastor Bruening, is the deed and ab- 
stract to the land east of your church. 
It is a gift to Christ Lutheran Church,” 
said John W. Moyle of Augusta, Kans., 
a member of the Augusta Christian 
Church. He had rejected offers to pur- 
chase the 127 130-foot site (valued at_ 
$8,000) for commercial purposes. 
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] IFE MYSTIFIES AND BAFFLES. 
is a fragment,” said William Chan- 
ning, “a moment between two eter- 


nities.” 
mused: 
_ For man to tell how human lifé began 

Is hard; for who himself beginning 

knew? 

Here is the secret: Life sprang from 
the decree of the brooding Spirit of 
God. The Nicene Creed designates the 
Holy Spirit as “the Lord and Giver of 
ite.” 

The highest type of life is spiritual 
life, and that is life eternal. In this ex- 
alted realm the Holy Ghost is Sire and 
Sustainer. 


Spiritual Resurrection 


On the Day of Pentecost, which 
marked the Spirit’s miraculous descent 
on the disciples, Jerusalem teemed with 
physical life. The festival attracted mul- 
titudes from Parthia, Mesopotamia, 
Egypt, Libya, and distant Rome. Medes, 
Elamites, Cretes, and Arabians were 
present. Life throbbed everywhere; yet 
in the surge of the holiday crowd there 
beat the muffled drum of spiritual death. 
- Before the Pentecostal sun tinted the 
western sky, a miracle occurred. Three 
thousand people attested its reality. The 
fire of a heavenly flame burned into 
their hearts. Consciences were pricked, 
obdurate wills melted; self-righteous- 
ness was consumed, pride toppled from 
its throne. 
~ Men and women were raised from 
the grave of dead self. Their souls 
tingled with new life. Three thousand 
believed in the crucified and risen 
Christ. Three thousand acknowledged 
Him as King and crowned Him Lord of 
all. 

Who brought about this spiritual 
resurrection? Not Peter, James, or 
John. This stupendous quickening was 
effected by the Holy Ghost, the Lord 
and Giver of Life. 


In Paradise Lost John Milton 


Complete Change 


Jerusalem was not altogether a spirit- 
ual vault on that auspicious Pentecost 
Day. Here and there faith flickered. 
This faint light was held in the hands of 
the apostles, a few women, and others. 
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The church numbered 120 souls. 
Nothing about the group excited ad- 
miration. They were as frail as spar- 
rows and as fearful as fawns. The 
slightest untoward breeze would have 
sent them scurrying for cover. 

Miracle of miracles! A gust of 
power from high heaven blew upon 
them. It came as a sound of a rushing, 
mighty wind. Gaining momentum, it 
filled the house where the apostles were 
assembled. 

“And they were filled with the Holy 
Ghost,” the sacred record notes. The 
flicker of their little faith was fanned 
into a white-hot flame. They experi- 
enced a transformation. Their new 
nature was ablaze with joy, enthusiasm, 
and courage. 

After Pentecost the disciples marched 
into a cruel, hostile world as conquer- 
ing heroes. With the light of heaven in 
their eyes, they besought friend and foe 
to be reconciled to God, as God had 
been reconciled to them in His Son. 
_ The followers of Jesus could no 
longer hide the blessed light of salva- 
tion under a bushel or under a bed. 
Persecution only heightened their tri- 
umph. They braved fire, sword, and 
dungeon, counting it an honor to seal 
their faith with a martyr’s death. 

Whence this complete change? From 
the selfsame Spirit. The Comforter 
promised by the Savior had come. The 
Dove Divine hovered over the disciples. 
Their hearts and souls were now filled 
with His presence. 


Abundant Life 


Whence came your faith? From the 
Lord and Giver of Life. Would you 
enjoy a more abundant life, more love, 
more hope, more patience, more zeal? 
The Holy Spirit is the answer to your 
need. 

The Comforter is eager to satisfy 
your desires. He is prepared to increase 
your spiritual power and stamina. He 
will gladly widen the horizons of your 
service and deepen the wells of your 
love and devotion. Z 

The Spirit has the power to impreg- 
nate life with conquering faith, for He 
is God, Omnipotence itself. 
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“The Lord 
and Giver 


of Life” 


By H. G. KLEINER 


“Pentecost” by A. Keisker 


Continuing Ministry 


The Holy Spirit is neither wind nor 
fire as we know these elements. Never- 
theless on Pentecost he used them as 
symbols of His transforming power. 
Promptly the Spirit spoke words of re- 
pentance, faith in the Crucified, and 
Baptism for the remission of sins. 

The vehicle used by the Spirit of God 
to approach the hearts of the multitude 
was His Word, both Law and Gospel. 
The Spirit's Word was like fire — 
transforming, purging, consuming fire. 

On Pentecost the Spirit mustered in- 
to service the untutored lips of the 
apostles. He made them His anointed 
vessels. The result was electrifying. 

Still today the Lord and Giver of 
Life comes to the hearts and souls of 
men through definitely appointed ap- 
proaches: the Word and the Sacra- 
ments, the means of grace. 

The means of grace are no idle, pious 
platitudes. The Word and the Sacra- 
ments are expressly spirit and power 
and life. They are wind and transform- 
ing fire. They touch the soul and 
quicken it. They lay hold on man’s 
will, capture it, yet set it free. They 
regenerate, make man a new creature 
and an heir of heaven. 


Under Contract 


The life-giving Word of the Spirit 
has been entrusted to us. He would 
use our lips to publicize the great things 
God has done for man in Christ. 

We are under contract to preach the 
Gospel of the Crucified in all the world. 
The six continents and the seven seas 
are our parish. 

If we are determined to point men 
to the Christ of the empty tomb and of 
the throne, we shall have the joy that 
swept through the hearts of the apostles 
on the Day of Pentecost; we shall wit- 
ness men smiting their breasts and im- 
ploring God to be merciful to them. 

Results are visible now. Nearly all 
nations and tribes inhabiting the earth 
have the opportunity to hear and read 
the saving Gospel. Every phase of mis- 
sions is the re-enactment, the continua- 
tion of the Pentecost miracle by the 
Lord and Giver of Life. 


Ghe Very Word and Voice of God 


As a seminary student I was intro- 
duced to a statement about the Bible 
by the American theologian Daniel 
March, a statement so touching and 
filled with Christian piety and faith 
that I knew I would never forget it. 
I can conceive of no more fitting way 
in which to introduce this series of ar- 
ticles on God’s Holy Book than to 
quote his words. 


The Bible surveys the whole field of 
time, and it looks farthest into the infinite 
depths of eternity. It lends the most vivid 
and absorbing interest to the scenes and 
events of the past, and it keeps us in the 
most active sympathy with the time in 
which we live. It gives us the most reli- 
able record of what has been, and it af- 
fords us our only means of knowing what 
is yet to be. 

It is so conservative as to make it a 
solemn duty to study and revere the past, 
and it is so progressive as to be in advance 
of the most enlightened age. It is strict 
enough to denounce the very shadow and 
semblance of sin, and it is liberal enough 
to save the chiefest of sinners. It is full 
of God and must therefore be read with 
a pure heart, or its true glory will not be 
seen. It is full of man and must therefore 
always be interesting and instructive to 
all who would know themselves. 

The Bible is the plainest of books, and 
yet it has depths of wisdom which no 
created mind can sound. It is set up as 
a beacon to show all wanderers the safe 
way, and yet its light shines forth from 
thick clouds of mystery and from abysses 
of infinite darkness. It describes all con- 
ditions of life, and it gives utterance to 
all desires and emotions of the soul. It 
has a song of triumph for the victor and 
a wail of defeat for the vanquished. It 
sparkles with the fervor and gladness of 
youth, it celebrates the strength and glory 
of manhood, it bewails the sorrows and 
infirmities of age. 

It exults in the mighty deeds of kings 
and conquerors, it sympathizes with the 
poor and lowly, it lifts up the fallen, it 
delivers the oppressed, and it breathes of 
peace upon the quiet homes of domestic 
life. It describes with startling clearness 
the seductions of temptation, the conflicts 
of doubt, and the miseries of skepticism. 
It searches the secret chambers of the 
heart and brings to light its purest love 
and its darkest hate, its highest joy and 
its deepest grief. It compasses the utmost 
range of thought and feeling and desire, 
and it sounds the utmost depth of motive 
and character and passion. 


These words express in eloquent 
terms the attitude of a child of God 
toward his Bible. And this, of course, 
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By ROBERT PREUS 


is just one of a myriad of statements 
(or confessions) on this subject by 
Christians through the generations. 


God’s Word 


What is the reason for such an at- 
titude, for such attachment and feel- 
ing toward a book? What prompts, for 
instance, a Luther to say: “One little 
word of Scripture makes the world too 
narrow for me’? 

The answer to the question lies in 
this: we Christians believe that the 
Bible differs from all other books of the 
world in this, that it is the Word of 
God, a book of divine origin. 


Pronounced Such by the Prophets 


These are the very claims that Scrip- 
ture makes of itself. The writers of 
Scripture, the prophets and apostles 
from Moses to John, all are assured and 
assert that it is God’s Word that they 
write. “The Lord saith,” “Thus saith 
the Lord,” “The mouth of the Lord 
hath spoken it.” These are the refrains 
that constantly recur. 

Again and again we are told that 
the words of Scripture are the very 
words that the Lord hath spoken. To 
hear the word of His prophets is to 
hear the word of the Lord of hosts 
(cf, Is, 39:35 ff.; Jer. 11:2 ff:).. To obey 
the written word of Scripture is to obey 
the voice of the Lord (1 Sam. 15:22; 
EX. LOS: Jerads2ss lil-A. 7) ene 
word of the Lord comes to the prophets 
and is simply identified with what they 
speak and write. (Jer. 1:9; 2:1 ff.) 

These are tremendous claims indeed, 
but they are made in unmistakable 
terms. They mean that the Scriptures 
are God’s words just as surely as the 
words He spoke to Abraham in the 
plains of Mamre or to Moses from the 
burning bush. 


By the Apostles 


The New Testament reiterates these 
claims in a summary manner. Peter 
calls Scripture the “oracles of God” 
(1 Peter 4:11). Paul says: “All Scrip- 
ture is given by inspiration of God...” 
(2 Tim. 3:16). Paul is writing these 
words to his young disciple Timothy, 
urging him to continue studying the 
Scriptures which he has known from 
childhood and to be assured that God 
is teaching him there, that the Scrip- 
tures are not the result of human spec- 
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ulations, but that they come from God, 
they are His words to men, words 
which make wise unto salvation. 

Our English translation of this verse 
is not as accurate as it could be. The 
Greek word for “given by inspiration 
of God” is theopneustos, which is 
rightly translated “God-breathed.” Paul 
means here that it is God who breathed 
forth the Scriptures. They have their 
origin in Him, just as the words we 
speak have their origin in us. The 
Scriptures which are God-breathed owe 
their existence to God, just as Adam 
owed his existence to God because God 
breathed into his nostrils the breath of 
life. Paul could not have used a stronger 
figure to affirm that Scripture is God’s 
Word. He does not explain how God 
breathed forth the Scriptures. That is 
a mystery we can never probe. 


By the Lord Jesus Christ 


Some people may fancy that these 
words of the prophets and apostles re- 
garding Scripture are merely the extrav- 
agant, empty claims of zealous but de- 
luded men. After all, how can these 
claims be proved? 

At this point it is well for us to re- 
call that Jesus Christ, our Lord, whom 
we trust in all things, makes the same 
pronouncements concerning the divine 
origin of Scripture. When I say this, 
I am not referring primarily to such 
facts as these, that Jesus, who was true 
man, always assumed a pious and sub-- 
missive attitude toward Scripture; that 
He lived in the Scriptures, knew them 
intimately, and loved them; that He 
used them continually to refute His 
adversaries as well as to comfort and 
strengthen His disciples and instruct 
them regarding God’s nature and will; 
that He bound Himself to Scripture and 
as the Messiah willingly directed His 
steps according to the prophecies of 
Scripture. It is enough at this point 
merely to mention these facts. 

What I wish to emphasize is this: 
like Moses and the holy prophets be- — 
fore Him, and like Paul and the other 
apostles after Him, Jesus insists that the 
Scriptures issue from the very mouth 
of God. This was made clear by our 
Savior at the time of His temptation. 
In answer to the first temptation of 
Satan He quotes Deut. 8:3: “Man shall 
not live by bread only, but by every 
word that proceedeth out of the mouth 
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of the Lord.” The next two thrusts of 
the Tempter Christ meets with two 
Scripture passages. It is obvious that He 
considers these Scripture statements to 
be words from the mouth of God. 

Again, Jesus in a dispute with the 
Pharisees quotes words of Moses in 
the Old Testament. Jesus then charges 
that when the Pharisees promulgate 
their own doctrines and _ traditions 
against these words of Moses, they are 
“making the Word of God of none 
effect” (Mark 7:13). It is obvious that 
to Jesus the words of the Scriptures 
are the very words of God. 


Jesus’ Word Is Truth 


And this, of course, settles the mat- 
ter for us. We believe the Bible, we 
are convinced that this is God’s Word 
to us, because we believe in Jesus. He 
is the Truth, He is our great Teacher, 
and He will never deceive us. What 
comfort, what confidence, what joy we 
can have in this, that God speaks to 
us in the Scriptures, speaks to us every 
time we open and read that precious 
volume, every time we hear it preached, 
every time we so much as recall a verse, 
that He speaks to us in words of eter- 
nal life, making us wise unto salvation 
through faith which is in Christ Jesus. 
Enoch, who walked with God, had no 
advantage over us. 

Small wonder that a man of faith 
like Luther will take his stand on Scrip- 
ture and say: ‘“‘Against the sayings of all 
the Fathers, against the cleverness and 
words of all angels and men and devils, 
I place the Scripture and the Gospel. 
Here I stand, here I bid defiance, here 
I strut about and say, God’s Word for 
me is above everything; divine Majesty 
stands by me.” Small wonder that the 
church of God will sing, 
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Speak, O Lord, Thy servant heareth, 
To Thy Word I now give heed; 

Life and spirit Thy Word beareth, 
All Thy Word is truth indeed; 
Death’s dread pow’r in me is rife; 
Jesus, may Thy Word of Life 

Fill my soul with love’s strong fervor 
That I cling to Thee forever. 


Instruments of the Spirit 


If all Scripture is God-breathed, if 
God truly is the Author of Scripture, 
what part did the holy apostles and 
prophets play in bringing about these 
writings? I do not think it is possible 
to say just what was the relationship 
between the Holy Spirit and the holy 
penmen in producing the Scriptures. 
The origin of Scripture was a miracle, 
and we do not understand miracles. 

This much can be said, however: the 
holy writers may be called instruments 
of the Holy Spirit. God’s Spirit spoke 
through their mouths and writings. 
@bukeneyOActs 1163321842251) 

We may define inspiration as a spe- 
cial work of the Holy Spirit whereby 
He sanctifies certain men for a certain 
purpose, puts His Word into their heart 
and mouth, and speaks through these 
chosen agents, moving them to say 
the things He wants said and to write 
the things He wants written, and in the 
precise manner in which He wants them 
said and written. 


All Scripture Is God-breathed 


Even the wording of Scripture must 
be attributed to the Holy Spirit. As 
Luther puts it: “Not merely the words 
but also the phraseology used by the 
Holy Spirit and Scripture are divine.” 
What happens in this miracle of in- 
spiration is this: the human writers 
speak from their own experiences and 
from the innermost recesses of their 
souls, and yet at the same time and 
in the same action they speak and write 
God’s Word, and God speaks to us. 

The question is never: How much 
of Scripture is human and how much 
divine, or what portions are of God 
and what portions of man, or how can 
we fix some line of demarcation be- 
tween the human and the divine in 
Scripture? All of Scripture is human, 
and all of Scripture is divine. 

The sacred writers were never de- 
humanized by the Holy Spirit. They 
spoke willingly and consciously, recog- 
nizing always that they were God’s pen- 
men, His instruments. David says: 
“The Spirit of the Lord spake by me, 
and His Word was in my tongue” 
(2 Sam. 23:2). Their character, their 
endowments, their faith, their-strength, 
their weaknesses are ever revealed in 
what they write. 

But at the same time they write what 
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God wants them to write, what He 
moves them to write. They speak not 
as mere men, but as men of God. 
“Holy men of God spake as they were 
moved by the Holy Ghost” (2 Peter 
1:21). It is God’s Word they write, His 
wisdom they speak. The apostle Paul 
says that the things he speaks are “not 
in the words which man’s’ wisdom 
teacheth, but which the Holy Ghost 
teacheth.” (1 Cor. 2:13) 

And so Christians call Scripture the 
very Word and voice of God. Scrip- 
ture is God speaking. It is, as it were, 
“a letter sent us from heaven in which 
our Lord abundantly and tenderly in- 
structs us concerning His will and our 
duty” (Gerhard). We mean no less 
than this when we Christians affection- 
ately speak of Scripture as God’s Word. 


Both Testaments God’s Word 


One concluding remark should be 
made to avoid misunderstanding re- 
garding this doctrine of inspiration: 
There is no distinction between the 
inspiration of the Old Testament and 
the inspiration of the New. 

It is true that our Lord in the cases 
mentioned speaks only of the divine 
origin of the Old Testament, for the 
New Testament had not yet been writ- 
ten. Paul, too, is referring to the Old 
Testament in 2 Tim. 3:16. However, 
Paul makes the same claims for his own 
apostolic writings that he makes for 
the Old Testament (cf. 1 Cor 2:13; 
Gal. 1:8). He maintains that his word 
as an apostle separated unto the Gos- 
pel of God is the Word of very God: 
“When ye received the Word of God 
which ye heard of us, ye received it not 
as the word of men, but, as it is in 
truth, the Word of God, which effect- 
ually worketh also in you that believe.” 
(1 Thess. 2:13) 

It is notable, too, that Peter calls the 
New Testament as well as the Old 
Testament writings Scripture. And 
when Jesus tells His apostles that the 
Holy Spirit will bring to their remem- 
brance whatsoever He has said to them 
and will lead them into all truth (John 
14:26; 16:13), He stamps the writings 
of the evangelists and apostles: “In- 
spired by God.” 

Today, as always, the church, if it 
is to live, must live in the words of 
Sacred Scriptures, which have pro- 
ceeded from the mouth of God. We 
Christians must immerse ourselves in 
these words of spirit and life, cling to 
these words which all testify of Jesus 
(John 5:39; Acts 10:43), and believe 
that the Spirit of God has caused these 
things to be written that we might be- 
lieve that Jesus is the Christ, the Son 
of God, and that, believing, we might 
have life through His name. 


Reducing Exercise 


A sagging economy calls for 
clear Christian perspective 


Buy today! Pay nothing until the 15th of next 
month! Then take 12—15 months to pay! 

So the time-payment hucksters prey upon the covet- 
ous. Many buyers who have no resistance to the lure 
find themselves caught in a dizzy whirl of discontent, 
frustration, and worry. The recession, or adjustment, 
magnifies their misery; some of the covetous have even 
“erred from the faith and pierced themselves through 
with many sorrows.” 

One thing is needful, Jesus reminds those who are 
anxious and troubled about many things. He recom- 
mends a reducing exercise: He suggests that we reduce 
life to its absolute essentials. What does that leave? 
One thing, one need: Jesus Christ, His sacrifice, His 
righteousness, His peace. 

“What things were gain to me,” Paul said of his 
own experience, “those I counted loss for Christ .. . 
and I count all things but loss . . . and do count them 
but dung, that I may win Christ and be found in Him.” 

Amid frantic calls for somebody to do something 
about the sagging economy comes this sensible, divine 
advice: Stack up your needs in the right perspective. 
For living confidently and maintaining spiritual balance 
the Christian knows that one need must go to the top: 
being found in Christ. 


“Yes? No? Perhaps?” 


A subject of concern to college 
students and their parents 


This is the arresting subtitle of a much-needed bro- 
chure of 15 pages on college fraternities and sororities 
published by Synod’s Commission on College and Uni- 
versity Work. 

From time to time the LUTHERAN WITNESS has 
brought articles showing the incompatibility of member- 
ship in secret societies and the Christian confession. 
Concordia Publishing House has issued a number of 
tracts on lodgery. The latest treatment of the subject 
is “A Christian View of Masonry,” The Lutheran Round 
Table No. Five, by Theodore F. Nickel and James G. 
Manz. This 35-cent pamphlet of 32 pages examines the 
rituals of Freemasonry,and discusses the order’s appeal. 

But the Commission’s publication, to our knowledge, 
is the first pamphlet on a subject which is of great con- 
cern to our college students and their parents. The 
booklet treats the three classes of college fraternities 
and societies: the professional fraternity, the honor so- 
ciety, and the social fraternity. It discusses the pros 
and cons of the social fraternities and evaluates them 
in the light of the Word of God. 

Two Greek-letter organizations for Lutheran college 
students are also described. Anyone interested may ob- 
tain copies of the pamphlet from the Commission at 
77 W. Washington St., Chicago 7, IIl. 
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WITNESS 


Are They “Cheap Skates”? 


Do some churches drive a hard 
bargain for goods and services? 


“They’re my idea of cheap skates,” snorted the owner 
of the village sweet shop. “This church outfit doesn’t 
pay taxes. It puts on ice cream socials that ruin my 
business for the night. And then I’m supposed to give 
a fat discount gn the ice cream for the socials. How 
cheap can you get?” 

An extreme case? Perhaps. But some churches and 
churchmen tend to look for the least expensive goods 
and services and the cheapest way out of financial 
problems. 

A business firm knows it must meet or exceed pre- 
vailing wage scales to attract efficient, responsible help. 
When a congregation needs a secretary, a sexton, or an 
additional teacher, “Whom can we get for the salary 
we pay?” — regardless of standards elsewhere — some- 
times determines the choice. 

From top to bottom the church seems to take it 
for granted that people in church work will be content 
with a low salary, that they will put in whatever work 
hours the job requires, that they will deliver an out- 
standing performance with a minimum of help and in- 
ferior equipment — in short, the church often expects 
the most and the best for the least expenditure. 

Churches, of course, are the sum total of their mem- 
bers. One third of the members often carry almost 70% 
of the congregation’s financial load, analysts point out. 
Another third supplies about 25% of the contributions, 
and the remaining third makes little or no effort to 
support the Lord’s work. 

Do congregations collectively follow the pattern set 
by their members? Yes. “You can always count on 
about one third of Synod’s congregations to co-operate — 
with almost any kind of program, financial or other-_ 
wise,” seasoned observers say. 

Churches certainly ought to rise above the rank of 
members who, trying to avoid their share of the costs, 
slide down to the level of a “cheap skate.” 

Officers in charge of the congregations’ disburse- 
ments should be good stewards of funds and exercise 
frugality. But good congregational stewardship also re-_ 
members the workman is worthy of his hire. 

God never looks for the least costly way to achieve 
His purposes. He daily loads man with benefits; his 
cup overflows. God is able to do “exceeding abundantly 
above all that we ask or think.” 

Members of the church of Christ do not ask for 
ae ee, and cut-rate prices. Nothing is too good for 
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OMMENT 


he Laymen Are Evangelists 


Are you a mighty witness to 
the only faith that saves? 


Russian Baptists are particularly dangerous, “for 
among them the laymen are evangelists. Every Russian 
aptist tries to win at least one adherent to his faith,” 
reports a London release by the Associated Press, quot- 
ing from Komsonoiskaja Pravda, publication of the 
ommunist youth organization. 

“Pray God that we Lutheran Americans think 
enough of our faith and of the Lord’s Great Commission 
to take a page from the book of our Russian brethren,” 
comments Rev. W. E. Woldt, pastor of Mount Calvary 
Lutheran Church, Lake Arrowhead, Calif., on the Red’s 
fear of the Baptists. 

“May the Spirit of God descend upon us and make 
us mighty witnesses to the only faith that saves!” 


Loose 


“Just Taking Care of It” 


As the undertaker was rolling John Hirschi’s casket 
down the aisle of St. Paul’s Church in Wichita Falls, an 
usher remarked: “There is one rich man who went 
through the eye of the needle.” Mr. Hirschi’s pastor, 
Rey. Horace Frerking, made essentially the same obser- 
vation when he read the funeral sermon text and applied 
it to John Hirschi: “And Enoch walked with God; and 
he was not, for God took him.” 

John Hirschi was born in 1865 in Highland, Ill. In 
1886 he came to the Red River Valley, where he ac- 
quired a small tract of land. Working as a section hand 
and practicing frugality and thrift, he acquired more 
land. Under the blessing of God (which he always rec- 
ognized), John Hirschi prospered. In the course of time 
he added real estate, oil, and banking to his farming 
interests. At one time he was president of the Wichita 
Falls National Bank and Iowa Park National Bank. 

There were some who claimed that John Hirschi was 
close with a dollar. It is true that he lived frugally, but 
his attitude toward money was simply a reflection of the 
stewardship life which he attempted to lead. Once, when 
he was thanked for a sizable gift to the Kingdom, he 
replied: “Don’t thank us, thank the Lord. It’s His money. 
We were just taking care of it for Him.” 

He was “taking care of it for Him” when he refused 
to foreclose on a single home mortgage during the dark 
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Salt Barrier Broken 


Is advertising’s souped-up 
language outshooting space? 


Modesty seldom characterizes advertising’s extrav- 
aganzas, and many readers know it. They generally 
take the big, color-splashed magazine ads — like pic- 
tures in the seed catalog — with a pinch of salt. 

However, one ad recently broke all salt barriers. 
It appeared with the name of America’s leading defense 
contractor, whose orders top $2% billion. Displaying 
no product, the ad fanfared its program to utilize the 
“fourth state of matter” — the plasma state — and 
through nuclear fusion “to create here on earth the 
plasmas of suns and stars, to light for all’men and all 
nations fires of boundless energy and endless age.” 

New breakthroughs in electronics and harnessed nu- 
clear power have produced amazing results. Yet the 
intent of “creators” who predict “endless age” smacks 
of a king’s megalomania: “Is not this great Babylon that 
I have built . . . by the might of my power?” 

“He that sitteth in the heavens shall laugh.” The 
Babylon boaster was made to “eat grass.” The sign-off 
of his world power dinned: “Babylon is fallen, is fallen.” 

America can ill afford to invite divine laughter. Big 
business, which spends so much American currency la- 
beled “In God We Trust,” might well set the pace to 
walk humbly with God. 

For frantic boast and foolish word, 
Thy mercies on Thy people, Lord! 


Leaves 


days of the depression; when without any legal compul- 
sion he pledged a large part of his personal fortune to 
save a bank during the thirties; when year after year 
he personally concerned himself with making his congre- 
gation’s quota for the work of the church at large; when 
his liberality made possible the erection of the modern 
Christian day school in Wichita Falls; when any worth- 
while civic endeavor in his community enlisted his ma- 
terial support; when he and his faithful wife paid for the 
construction of Birkmann Chapel and Hirschi Library 
on Concordia’s campus. 

Without tongue in cheek, Pastor Frerking could 
say: “John Hirschi walked with God; and he was not, 
for God took him.” For 93 years he walked with God, 
his life being a clear reflection of his faith in the re- 
deeming Christ. 

“Whosoever liveth and believeth in Me shall never 
die.” — Concordia (Austin, Tex.) Informer 


On the Way 


Satan never quite so endangers our souls as when 
he exhibits to us only the milder and less horrible forms 
of evil, or even poses as an angel of light, urging us for 
the sake of culture, or agreeableness, or conformity, to 
walk in the semi-darkness of the shadows. Those who 
follow him into the shadows are on the way to walking 
in the darkness. — The Church Herald 
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Walther 


League 
Celebrates 
Birthday 


As the Walther League celebrates 
the 65th anniversary of its organiza- 
tion, impressive achievements pass in 
review. Back on May 23, 1893, when 
the first Walther Leaguers boldly or- 
ganized a national youth group, none 
could visualize the imposing accom- 
plishments of Synod’s youth during the 
next six and a half decades. 

Impressive as these past attainments 
are — they range from the distribution 
of literature among World War I serv- 
icemen to the construction of a youth 
center in Japan—leaguers eagerly 
look to the future. Some 100,000 young 
people are vitally concerned with the 
contribution they can make to the 
church of today and tomorrow. 

Their boldness is shown by the 
$126,500 Walther League budget pro- 
posed for 1958—59. These same young 
people are in the midst of a $225,000 
New Dimensions Fund campaign. Dr. 
John W. Behnken, Synod’s President, 
has heartily endorsed the leaguers’ ef- 


Dedicated adults attend Youth 


Workers’ Conferences 


to acquire youth-work skills 


forts to gather this fund for an ex- 
panded youth program in the coming 
years of Synod’s growth. 

The Walther League’s program is de- 
signed to help local congregations dis- 
cover the potential of their youth. 
Young people want to be used in the 
day-to-day work of the church. As 
adolescent Christians grow in spiritual 
stature, they will give the home con- 
gregation new blood and fresh ideas. 

With the summer months approach- 
ing, Synod’s young people have an un- 
paralleled opportunity to participate in 
various activities planned to benefit the 
youth as well as the entire church. 


Summer Camp Program 


Since 1923, when Camp Arcadia was 
established, camping has played a sig- 
nificant part in the summer experience 
of Walther Leaguers. Hundreds of 
camps have been held throughout the 
United States and Canada under the 
auspices of the Walther League. 


Walther Leaguers register for the annual international convention 
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This summer more than 50 camps are } 
listed. Besides recreation, their daily ' 
schedules include planned Bible study, 
discussions on current problems, and 
worship services in informal settings. 

Under proper guidance and trained 
leadership, summer camps impart a 
sense of Christian fellowship and a 
feeling of spiritual esprit de corps. 


Lutheran Service Volunteer Schools 


Now entering their 15th season, the 
league’s LSV schools have made a defi- 
nite contribution to church life through 
their emphasis on Christian responsi- 
bilities in intergroup relations. Each 
school accents the blessing of a devo- 
tional life properly guided and devel- 
oped. School leaders help the students 
discover new values in working to- 
gether as people whose lives are wholly 
committed to Christ. 

The 63 LSV schools and the seven 
Advanced LSV schools will enroll over 
2,000 Walther Leaguers this summer. 
No congregation ought to overlook 


these schools, for here its young peo- 


ple learn techniques and gain insights 
which will enrich congregational life. 


International Convention 


A once-in-a-lifetime experience for 


many young people is an international 
Walther League convention. 


These 
gatherings give our youth a vivid pic- 
ture of the fellowship of the church. 
At the same time an international con- 
vention dramatically demonstrates what 
can be accomplished when large num- 
bers of the Savior’s followers band 
themselves together. 

The 66th annual convention will be 
held at Miami University, Oxford, Ohio, 
August 10—14. During the four-day 
sessions the 2,000 or more young 
Christians will take rapid short courses 
in Bible study (Jonah is the book under 
study) and discuss contemporary prob- 
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lems of science, materialism, and the 
changing world-population scene. 

_ The delegates will also conduct the 
business affairs of the Walther League 
— youth is big business now! They 
will see the world premiere of a Bib- 
lical play based on the life of Daniel. 
A community choral concert will be 
| presented; all leaguers will join in the 
song festival. 

The modest cost of $38, covering 
| board, room, and all convention events, 
will undoubtedly attract thousands of 
teen-agers to Oxford. Dozens of car 
caravans and chartered buses are al- 
ready scheduled to make the journey. 


Zone Rallies and District Conventions 


District conventions and hundreds of 
zone rallies also bring Walther Lea- 
guers together for fellowship, study, 
and work. No parents need say that 
the church’s youth does not have op- 
portunities to meet youth of the same 
faith and outlook on life. A mere 
glance at district and zone schedules 
will show a variety of events within 
driving distance of most congregations. 

The Walther League has always been 
called the Missouri Synod’s “marriage 
bureau.” League leadership doesn’t 
deny this. As a matter of fact, if zone, 
district, and international events result 
in future marriages, the church as a 
whole is benefited. 


Youth Workers’ Conferences 


The complexity of the modern youth 
picture can indeed confuse and discour- 
age adults who feel responsible for the 
development and encouragement of a 
youth program in the local church. 

To develop youth leadership for the 
home church, youth workers’ confer- 
ences provide training on an adult level. 

The 11th season of these conferences 
will bring some 150 lay people, pastors, 
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At Lutheran Service Volunteer schools our young people 
experience the joys of Christian fellowship and worship 


and teachers to San Diego, Black Hills, 
and Ontario. These two-week confer- 
ences are designed to give those who 
work with youth the maximum re- 
source materials and techniques. 


Youth Caravans 


About 300 churches will be hosts this 
summer to the 25 three-member Youth 
Caravan teams sent out under the spon- 
sorship of the Walther League and 
Synod’s Board for Young People’s 
Work. The 75 young people making up 
these teams have been intensively 
trained. As they meet with the par- 
ents, congregation members, and, of 
course, the young people, the teams will 
stimulate renewed interest in a well- 
planned youth program. 

The success of these Youth Caravans 
in the past two summers indicates that 
where churches and societies are shown 
how a youth program can be developed, 
youth work today can be a rewarding 
experience for young and old. 


Sixty- 
Five 

Years 
Young 


Today’s Youth Picture 


The tide of youth may seem over- 
whelming to thoughtful church people. 
Within the next few years there will be 
100,000 more young people in our 
Synod. Adults certainly can take com- 
fort from the fact that there is a youth 
program now in action. Its implemen- 
tation will depend upon local congre- 
gations and the enthusiasm and sense 
of responsibility in the adults. 

One veteran church worker has said: 
“I used to look back with nostalgia at 
the glamorous Walther League doings 
we had in the twenties and thirties. 
I wondered why nowadays the youth 
of my church didn’t have the same 
glorious time at Walther League. Then 
it dawned on me that in those past years 
we had dedicated adults working with 
us. Today comparatively few adults 
take an interest in promoting the cause 
of the league. It’s time we turned our 
attention to the youth cause again.” 

AR PAKS 


The campfire closing vespers —a high light of every summer camp 
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Lutheran Educators Study Tasks 
In Changing World 


“Convey to your students the change- 
less facts Christ commanded His disci- 
ples to teach,” Prof. Walter W. Stuen- 
kel, president of Concordia College, 
Milwaukee, urged 14 faculties of the 
Association of Lutheran Secondary 
Schools, meeting in Milwaukee Lu- 
theran High School, April 10 and 11. 

“The Holy Spirit will do the rest,” 
he told more than 200 teachers who 
attended the association’s third bien- 
nial convention. 

Dr. Paul Lange, superintendent of 
the St. Louis Lutheran high schools 
and director of the ALSS Curriculum 
Commission, distributed a list of com- 
pleted resource units (a compilation of 
ideas, materials, and procedures to assist 
teachers in developing specific teaching 
plans) prepared through the com- 
mission. Encouraging completion of the 
units now assigned to the various 
schools, he called upon all teachers to 
use the units. 


In the keynote address on the con- 
vention theme, “Lutheran Secondary 
Education in Our Changing World,” 
Dr. Carl S. Meyer of the St. Louis 
seminary emphasized that Lutheran 
secondary education “must continue to 
make the unchanging Word the foun- 
dation of its program.” 

“The task of formulating an artic- 
ulate philosophy of education that will 
give adequate attention to the spiritual, 


Dr. Paul Lange 


intellectual, and social needs of youth 
in a changing world is the professional 
responsibility of every Lutheran high 
school teacher,” he said. 


“The Personal and Professional Life 
of the Christian Teacher” was the 
theme for a Scriptural study by 
Rev. Erich Brauer, executive secretary 
of the South Wisconsin District Board 
for Parish Education. He encouraged 
the teachers to overcome the “defeat- 
ism and disappointments” of their pro- 
fession by letting God’s sufficiency 
supplant their own deficiencies. 


Dr. Oscar Perlmutter, professor at . 


St. Xavier College, Chicago, addressed 
the convention on “Adjusting the High 
School Educational Program to Meet 
the Challenges of Our Changing 
World.” Setting a guideline of policy 
for modern high schools, he made a 
strong bid for liberal education as the 
inherent right of the individual high 
school student. He frowned on the 
idea of assuming the responsibility to 
train “the whole child,” but advised 
the schools to concern themselves with 
the liberal training of the adolescent 
mind. 


Dr. A. G. Huegli, member of the 
faculty at River Forest teachers col- 
lege, reported on the present status of 
high school teacher training at the two 
teachers colleges. Dr. Arthur L. Miller, 
executive secretary of Synod’s Board 
for Parish Education, discussed the 
relationship between District boards 
of education and the Lutheran high 
schools. 

Elected to the association’s exec- 
utive committee were: president, E. F. 
Eggold; vice-president, Louis Menking; 
secretary, Fred Trinklein; treasurer, 
Herbert Laubenstein. 

For the 1960 all-teacher convention 
in Chicago the program committee will 
consist of Paul Lange, chairman; Her- 
bert Moldenhauer, Edwin Adel, John 
Bleeke, William Kirchhoff, and Mar- 
garet Lindquist. 

The ALSS teachers represented Lu- 
theran high schools in Denver, Detroit, 
Chicago, Milwaukee, Racine, Houston, 
Cleveland, Fort Wayne, Seward, St. 
Louis, and New York City. 


Literature Board 
Reviews Manuscripts 


My Devotions, Popular Commentary, 
From Teens to Marriage, 100th Anni- 
versary of Darwin’s “Origin of Spe- 
cies,” Portals of Prayer, and more than 
100 other titles were reviewed and 
planned when Synod’s General Litera- 
ture Board and its subcommittees met 
at Concordia Publishing House, Saint 
Louis, April 11. 

Each member of the Board is chair- 
man of a committee which plans new 
productions, suggests authors, evaluates 
and edits manuscripts. 

Publications in process range from 
leaflets to multivolume series, such as 
Luther’s Works, which will require 15 
years to complete. 

The seven members of the Board and 
their 25 assistants plan tracts, pam- 
phlets, and books to meet the needs of 
the church’s lay members as well as its 
professional workers. 


14 


Synod’s General Literature Board 
conducts monthly all-day meetings; 
members of the seven subcommittees 
are invited for a plenary session at least 
once every three years. 

“These churchmen work quietly and 
seldom come into the spotlight falling 
On spectacular achievements,” com- 
mented Dr. O. A. Dorn, manager of 
Synod’s publishing firm and advisory 
member of the Board. 

“And yet,” he added, “the men who 
are responsible for the literature pro- 
duced by the church make one of the 
most vital contributions to its life.” 


Day School Scores High 


The Centralia, Ill, Township High 
School tested eighth-graders from 15 
local schools for proficiency in mathe- 
matics, reading, grammar, and spelling. 

Pupils who had been in the eighth 
grade for eight months took the Cali- 
fornia battery of standardized tests the 
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latter part of April 1957. Accordingly 
the test scores should have averaged the © 


national norm of 8.8 — “8” for the — 


grade and “.8” for eight months of en- 
rollment in that grade. 

Outstripping the other 14 schools was 
Trinity Lutheran School in Centralia. 


Trinity’s eighth-graders averaged 9.42. 


Among the 15 schools, Trinity was ~ 


the only one whose pupils averaged 
above norm in every category and also 
the only school with an above-norm 
average. 

Second highest was a Roman Cath- 
olic school with above-norm scores in 


grammar, 8.88, and spelling, 9.49, but — 


a school average of 8.76. 

The Trinity average means that these 
parochial school pupils who had com- 
pleted only eight months of eighth- 
grade work by the end of April last 
year had reached a level at that time 
of four months-plus in the ninth grade. 


A. C. STELLHORN 
Secretary of Schools 
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Century-old St. Louis Church 
Makes History Every Day 


Centennial services and anniversary 
celebrations have not broken the stride 
of forward-looking Holy Cross Church, 
St. Louis. The congregation’s history, 
abounding in divine blessing and 
synodical tradition, is being made to- 
day and tomorrow. 

Accessions by confirmation since 
1948 (502 adults, 330 children) have 
held the communicant membership 
near the 1,800 mark even though Holy 
Cross during the same period trans- 
ferred 1,069 to other parishes. 

Sunday attendances show a gradual 
rise, although the membership — in 
1914, 85 per cent lived “within walking 
distance” of the church — is scattered 
throughout metropolitan St. Louis. 

Twice during March 1958 the cen- 
tury-old parish counted weekly offer- 
ings of more than $5,000 — despite the 
economic recession and the environs of 
the old neighborhood. 


Jefferson Avenue in 1850. Lutheran 
settlers in the area formed the Con- 
cordia District of Trinity Church and 
established a Christian day school. 

Early in 1858 members of the dis- 
trict and of the seminary faculty formed 
The Church of the Holy Cross, which 
conducted services in the seminary 
chapel. 

In 1867 the congregation erected a 
$30,000 church, which is still in use. 
Although economic unrest followed the 
Civil War, some parishioners mort- 
gaged their homes to help supply build- 
ing funds. 


Known as the “seminary church” 
until the theological school in 1926 
changed its address to De Mun Avenue, 
Holy Cross grew deep roots in the 
neighborhood. The old South St. Louis 
parish leads the city’s Lutheran 
churches with 2,410 baptized and 1,760 


The Children’s Choir 


Much of the church’s continued 
growth, under God, results from lay 
activity, say Dr. Paul Koenig and 
Rev. John Ott, pastors of the congrega- 
tion. Volunteer workers on the Board 
of Neighborhood Missions make many 
calls and follow up new leads. 

Final visits are made by Mrs. Au- 
gusta Seyler, part-time parish worker. 
She and the office secretary, Mrs. Edith 
Deckman, “have co-operated in an out- 
standing missionary effort,” states the 
anniversary booklet. 


Holy Cross is linked historically with 
the St. Louis seminary, which was 
moved from Perry County to South 
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communicant members. The school en- 
rolls 315 pupils, the Sunday school 
about 400. 

Four “senior” pastors have min- 
istered to the congregation: Theodore 
J. Brohm, 1858—78; George Stoeck- 
hardt, 1878—87; C. C. Schmidt, 1887 
—1925; and Paul Koenig, who had 
assisted Pastor Schmidt since 1914. 
Pastor Ott came to Holy Cross as 
second pastor in 1948. 

Dr. Walter Wismar — installed 56 
years ago as teacher — director of 
music since 1946, and Dr. Koenig, now 
in his 44th year of office at Holy Cross, 
have a combined service record match- 
ing the church’s centennial. 
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Holy Cross Church, St. Louis 


The floodlighted steeple of Holy 
Cross Church brings peace, hope, and 
encouragement to sufferers at the Lu- 
theran Hospital across the street from 
the church, according to the April 1956 
issue of the Holy Cross Messenger. 

“It can on occasion preach a sermon 
or teach a valuable lesson. This is illus- 
trated by the following article, written 
for the parish paper of Webster Groves 
Presbyterian Church by its pastor, 
Dr. Harry 1; Scherer: 

“How often the members of the 
church who teach in our church school 
or serve in one of our many activities 
make this remark: ‘I feel I gain so 
much more than I give.’ 

“That is also true of your minister. 
. . . Just this past week I called on a 
sufferer in the Lutheran Hospital. From 
her bed she could look out of her 
window at the Holy Cross Lutheran 
Church. 

“The patient told me that each night 
the church is floodlighted. The church 
standing out in the darkness brought 
her great comfort in her many waking 
hours in what otherwise would seem 
a long, lonely night. 

““One night,’ she said, ‘the lights 
were off, and my church was blotted 
out. You can’t know what a difference 
it made to have my church blotted out.’ 

“Have you ever seriously thought of 
what it would mean if your church was 
completely blotted out? ... We blot 
out the church for someone else as well 
as ourselves when we fail to heed our 
Lord’s word: ‘Let your light so shine 
before men... .’” 
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Proverbs 


Avoiding Bad Company 


Proverbs 4:14, 15: “Enter not into 
the path of the wicked, and go not in 
the way of evil men. Avoid it, pass not 
by it, turn from it, and pass away.” 


One of the most alarming problems 
confronting our nation today is the 
increase in the crime rate among teen- 
agers. Recent statistics indicate that 
more than half of the crimes in our 
country are committed by persons 
under 21. 


It is quite obvious that the youths 
who involve themselves in 
breaches of the law have usually 
formed the wrong kind of associations. 
They have disregarded the advice of 
our text: “Enter not into the path of 
the wicked, and go not in the way 
of evil men.” St. Paul states it effec- 
tively: “Bad company ruins good 
morals.” (RSV) 


It is a sorry fact that our modern 


society breeds this kind of corruption _ 


and offers many a pitfall for the young 


and the unwary. In its distorted stand- 


ard of values, our world glamorizes the 


movie siren, the gunman, the playboy, | 
To emulate — 


the business “operator.” 
such types is considered “smart” or 
daring, and such emulation often takes 


‘on the proportions of a craze, almost — 


of a cult. 


This contagion accounts in large © 


measure for the increase in crime and 
delinquency. Good morals are indeed 
ruined by bad company, by associating 
with those who by their words and 
actions exhibit a standard of perverted 
values, 


It is not difficult to determine where 
such evils have their breeding place. 
The bookstalls that purvey lewd books 
and magazines; the cheap and risqué 
movies and stage shows; the tavern 
and cocktail lounge; the poolroom and 
dance hall — concerning these the ad- 
vice of the holy writer holds good: 
“Avoid it, pass not by it, turn from 
it, and pass away.” 


On the other hand, however, we 
need to stress the positive aspect — the 
strength, courage, and uplift that come 
from good companions, from Christian 
friends, Their worth is above the price 
of rubies; they help us on the’ way 


to life. THoMas COATES 
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Christian Hymns 


Luther's Pentecost Hymns 


The founder of modern congrega- 
tional hymn singing was Martin Luther. 
True, there had been such hymn sing- 
ing in the vernacular before his time. 
But Luther popularized the practice. 
During the Middle Ages praising God 
in song had been restricted in the serv- 
ice to choirs or priests. 

When the Reformer restored the 
precious doctrine of the spiritual priest- 
hood of all believers, he made it pos- 
sible for them to participate more ac- 
tively in the public worship by prepar- 
ing an order of service and congrega- 
tional hymns in their own language. 

Luther’s hymns were the spontane- 
ous outpouring of a spirit made joyful 
by his discovery of the new Gospel of 
grace. “My heart for very joy doth 
leap,” he wrote, “my lips no more can 
silence keep.” His hymns are reverent 
and churchly. They exhibit rugged 
strength, yet childlike simplicity. They 
glow with the fervor of a heroic faith. 

Since we are on the threshold of the 
Pentecost season, this column calls 
attention to Luther’s two Holy Spirit 
hymns, which may be (and should be) 
sung also during other seasons of the 
church year. 


Come, Holy Ghost, God and Lord 


An analysis of this prayer (No. 224) 
to the Holy Ghost reveals the follow- 
ing well-developed scheme: 

Stanza I, lines 1—4: Invoking the 
Holy Ghost to fill the believers with 
His grace and love; 5—8: praising Him 
for having united many in the faith. 

Stanza 2, lines 1—4: Pleading that 
through the Word He would reveal God 
as a dear Father; 5—8: that He would 
lead us to confide only in Christ as our 
Master. 

Stanza 3, lines 1—4; Petitioning Him 
to help us to serve Him; 5—8: to 
strengthen our weaknesses and to aid 
us to obtain eternal life. 

This is a strong confessional hymn, 
presenting objectively the person and 
work of the Holy Spirit as God, Lord, 
Light, Guide, Fire, Comfort. By means 
of the Word He is the Source of our 
knowledge of God, the Creator of our 


faith, and the Sanctifier of our Chris- 
tian life. 
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We Now Implore God 
the Holy Ghost 


This hymn (231) is also a prayer to 
the Holy Ghost. A summary of the 
thought development: We pray the 
Holy Ghost 


Stanza 1: to preserve us in true faith 
unto our end; 

Stanza 2: to illumine our hearts with 
faith in Jesus Christ; 

Stanza 3: to inflame us with love for 
one another; 


Stanza 4: to grant us courage to re- 
main steadfast even in death. 


This hymn has a somewhat more in- 
timate tone than hymn 224. And still 
it is a “we”-and-“us” hymn, including 
all believers. As suppliants we ask the 
Comforter, the Strengthener, to supply 
light, grace, courage, and strength (oh, 
how we frail creatures of the dust need 
His strength for our Christian life). 


The Tunes 


The tunes of both hymns are by un- 
known composers of the Middle Ages. 
The first (224) opens with a trumpet 
blast, sweeps along like a surging 
mighty stream, and comes to rest in a 
calm harbor. Vigorous text and majes- 
tic music are admirably suited to each 
other. 


The second (231) is more sustained, 
has a stately upward movement in the 
center, and after a brief accelerated 
pace, resolves itself in repose. Words 
and music combine to express the sup- 
pliant mood. 


Who can fail to be emotionally and 
spiritually stirred in the art of worship 
by participating with fellow believers in 
praising the wonderful works of God in 
song, in the wedding of poetry and 
music in congregational hymn singing? 

To join in the Spirit-directed chorale 
(224) at a synodical convention or at 
a Pentecost festival service with full- | 
throated singing worshipers is a rare ex- 
perience, one that can heighten the de- 
votion, lift the spirits, and send the soul 
soaring to the “rainbow-circled throne.” 


For opening the mighty stream of 
evangelical hymnody, with its hundreds 
of thousands of Christian hymns, we 
are indebted, under God, to Martin 
Luther. LB 
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Whats the 


ANSWER? 


@ Passover Lamb — still sacrificed? 


@ Gifts to Early Church — how explain? 


® Communion — for nominal lodge members? 


@ Work in slum areas — neglected? 


Question: Since Christ died 
for our sins, the Passover 

© lamb no longer needs to be 
sacrificed. Why, then, have the Jews, 
who do not believe in Christ, discon- 
tinued the sacrifice of the Passover 
lamb? 


Answer: Your question was submitted 
to a Jewish Rabbi. The custom of sac- 
rificing the Passover lamb, he explains, 
was discontinued when the temple in 
Jerusalem was destroyed (A.D. 70) 
and has never been revived. As a 
memento of this sacrifice, however, a 
lamb bone, symbolical of the ancient 
‘sacrifice, is displayed on the Passover 
table, along with the other materials 
used in the observance of that festival. 


| 
give a brief explanation of 
~ 1 Cor. 14:1-5, on which we 


recently had considerable discussion? 


Question: Will you kindly 


Answer: The ascended Lord, through 
His Holy Spirit, gave the early church 
various gifts. Among them were the 
gifts of speaking with tongues and of 
prophesying. (Rom. 12:6-8; 1 Cor. 12: 
4-11) 

Speaking with tongues was a peculiar 
gift. A believer who possessed it spoke 
to God and glorified Him in a language 
which neither he nor the congregation 
understood, though he himself was edi- 
fied by the exercise of the gift (1 Cor. 
14:4). The congregation received no 
benefit from his utterances unless some- 
one in the church had the gift of inter- 
preting such speech (v.9). Because 
visitors attending the public services 
might think the speaker was out of his 
mind (v. 23), the apostle suggested that 
if a man possessing the gift had no in- 
terpreter, he ought to keep silence in 
the church. (v. 28) 

Prophesying was the gift of bringing 
spiritual messages in language that was 
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understood by all. Such messages edi- 
fied the congregation in their faith. 
That is why the apostle preferred 
prophesying to speaking with tongues 
(v. 5); in fact, he states that he would 
rather speak five intelligible words than 
ten thousand words in an unknown 
tongue. His great desire was that the 
assemblies of the Corinthian Christians 
should serve to build them up in their 
most holy faith. 

The gift of speaking with tongues is 
not to be confused with the speaking 
in other languages done by the apostles 
on Pentecost. Though many of their 
hearers did not understand what the 
apostles were saying, the languages and 
dialects they used were understood by 
those whose mother tongue was being 


spoken. (Acts. 2:8-11) 

bers are faithful church 
= members. Is it right for our 

pastors to refuse Communion to those 

who merely continue their lodge affi- 

liation for social or business reasons? 


Question: Many lodge mem- 


Answer: In the first place, let us ask 
whether such people are really faithful 
church members. They may be faithful 
in going to church and also in support- 
ing the work of the church, but are 
they really faithful to the Gospel of 
Jesus Christ when by membership in 
unchristian lodges they give support 
to a false religion? Secondly, would 
it be proper for a member of our 
church to join a Roman Catholic 
Church or any other church for social 
or business reasons and still remain 
a member in good standing in one of 
our congregations? Could a pastor 
commune someone who is giving his 
moral and financial support to a church 
which, like the lodge, teaches salvation 
by works and errs in other respects? 

Social and business advantages are 
no excuse for supporting an organiza- 
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tion which officially denies the Holy 
Trinity, the deity of Jesus Christ, His 


substitutionary atonement, or other 
doctrines of the Bible. A pastor may, 
in exceptional cases, commune a lodge 
member who is under his spiritual care 
and who has renounced the unchristian 
or anti-Christian teachings of the lodge, 
though he is still outwardly connected 
with it. (See Proceedings of the 43d 
Convention of Synod, 1956, p. 579.) 
The normal procedure is to withhold 
Communion until the individual has 
severed his ties with organizations spon- 
soring an unchristian religion. 

? ports that our Synod does 

8 jittle work in the slum areas 
of our larger cities. Why is this? 


Question: We have heard re- 


Answer: The reports you have re- 
ceived are undoubtedly correct. When 
we compare our activity in that type 
of mission work with what we as Synod 
and as individual congregations do in 
home and foreign missions, the contrast 
is great indeed — and humiliating! 

This is not to say that work among 
people in thickly populated sections 
has been entirely neglected. Some of 
our churches in blighted areas are doing 
noble work. We have city missions. 
We have missionaries working in char- 
itable and penal institutions. 

Mission work in blighted areas is dif- 
ferent, difficult, and disheartening. 
Some of it requires a staff of workers 
with special social welfare training. But 
the fact remains: we are doing little 
in the slums. Even what we are doing 
in home and foreign missions is little 
enough when compared with the soul 
needs which confront us. 

Frankly, we do not have the answer, 
or do we? One part of it is recorded 
in Matt.9:38; another in Luke 14: 
21-23; still another in Gal. 6:9, 10. 
And it is getting late. O. E. SOHN 
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LWML Mites Help Churches Grow 


Christ Church, Meridian, Miss. 


Immanuel 


Church, 


Twentynine 


Calif. 


Palms, 


Mrs. Frank Rugen and Mrs. Lester Nor- 
ton of Immanuel Church, Glenview, IIl., 


call on Mrs. 


Frederick Hermann. 


Grants to new mission churches 
have been prominent among the mite- 
box projects of various LWML districts 
during the past biennium. 


Gulf States 


The Gulf States District appropri- 
ated $2,497 to Christ Church, Meridian, 
Miss. Dedicated in January 1957, this 
new sanctuary seats 150. For many 
years the members worshiped in bor- 
rowed or rented quarters. 

Since Rev. Arnim Polster, the mis- 
sion’s first resident pastor, was installed 
in August 1956, Christ Church has 
grown from 18 to 37 communicants 
and from 30 to 53 baptized souls. 
Twelve adults are receiving instruction 
for membership. 

A naval jet training base, now under 
construction, will bring an influx of 
population to Meridian, the second- 
largest city in Mississippi. 


Southern California 


For their 1956—57 mite-box proj- 
ects, members of the Southern Cali- 
fornia District voted grants of $5,000 
each to the South Los Angeles Colored 
Mission (disbursed to the Church Ex- 
tension Fund of Synod’s Southern 
California District) and to Immanuel 
Church, Twentynine Palms, Calif. 

The Twentynine Palms church was 
dedicated April 20. Both the grant of 
the LWML and its interest in the con- 
struction of the building provided im- 
petus for volunteer work. Marines 
stationed at the local Air Base furnished 
three fourths of the volunteer labor, ac- 
cording to Rev. Walter H. Reuning, 
Immanuel’s pastor. 

Brownlee McGrew, a local desert 
artist, designed the altar, which is made 
of native rock and finished with 
wrought iron. 


Western 


Delegates to the Western District 
LWML convention in Little Rock ac- 
cepted a real challenge when they 
adopted projects totaling $40,000 for 
the biennium just completed. 

Four congregations received grants 
of $9,500: St. John’s Russellville, Ark.; 
First, Cleveland, Tenn.; Immanuel, 
Rolla, Mo.; and Trinity, Bristol, Tenn. 

Dedicated September 15, 1957, Trin- 
ity Church of Bristol is one of five mis- 
sions in the eastern tip of the Western 
District, which covers an area of more 
than 1,000 miles from east to west. 

Rey. Norman Groteluschen, Trinity’s 
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pastor, in his letter of acknowledgment 
stated: “The apostle Paul wrote to the 
congregation at Philippi, “Your gener- 
osity is like a lovely fragrance, a sacri- 
fice that pleases the very heart of God’ 
(Phillips, Letters to Young Churches). 
I am certain he would speak of the 
work of the LWML in the same man- 


” 


ner. 


Southeastern 


Mite-box offerings of Southeastern 
District members have yielded sizable 
grants to building projects. Trinity 
Congregation, Columbia, S. C., for ex- 
ample, received $2,500 for furnishings. 

The first service in the new chapel 
was conducted March 23; dedication 
rites are planned for May 25. Rev. 
Dean Tegler is the pastor. 

Various leagues in the District an- 
nually erect a Lenten window display 
in downtown areas 
munities. The idea originated in a small 
mission society, Grace LWML of Dur- 
ham, N. C. 


Gleaners of Glenview, IIl. 
Visit Newcomers 


Calling on new families in the com- 
munity, inviting them to “come and 
see” the Savior in His house of prayer, 
is a rich and soul-satisfying activity, 
LWML members find. 

Some communities list the name, ad- 
dress, and church affiliation of all new- 
comers. The list is then made available 
to churches. 

Immanuel Church of Glenview, IIL, 
through its pastor, Rev. Erwin Rode- 
horst, several years ago initiated a pro- 
gram of visiting the homes of newcom- 
ers. Mrs. Elmer Stoll, Mrs. Frank 
Rugen, and Mrs. Harry Windelborn, 
officers of the local LWML, agreed to 
call on the new families. 

Fourteen women of Immanuel now 
make regular calls on newcomers. In 
monthly meetings the pastor hears re- 
ports of the visits and assigns more calls. 
He makes follow-up calls whenever a 
report indicates a mission opportunity. 

Because the women of Immanuel go 
out to glean souls for Christ, as Ruth 
worked in the harvest fields as a glean- 
er, the group chose to be called Glean- 
ers. Working with the help and guid- 
ance of the Holy Spirit, the Gleaners 
have led many souls to Immanuel 
Church, its Christian day school and 
Sunday school. M. W. 


THE LUTHERAN WITNESS ~ 


of their com- 


~~ 


Members of Synod are welcome to speak on subjects of their choice — synodical 


policies, practices, customs, issues of the day, and so forth. 


Opinions expressed in 


Pro and Con are not to be regarded as those of the WITNEss or of Synod. The Editors 
Teserve the right to reject, print in full, or omit matters not pertinent. The debates will 
be terminated at the discretion of the Editors. 


Religious Views of Candidates 


People Should Have Facts 


In the February 11 issue of the Lu- 
THERAN WITNESS was an enlightening 
and helpful article concerning Roman 
Catholicism and its threats to our Fed- 
eral Government and religious freedom. 

Similar comments should appear in 
each issue from now until the presi- 
dential election, for it is quite obvious 
that certain circles are grooming a 
Roman Catholic candidate. 

Our people should know the great 
danger lurking in Roman Catholicism 
and should have the facts to prove it 
when the time arises. 


Bristol, Conn. WILLIAM MANKE 


Has Seen Roman Church at Work 


The undersigned is well acquainted 
with the Roman Catholic Church, hav- 
ing come from her midst and having 
made a special study of her doctrine, 
practices, and canon law. Particularly 
he has seen the Roman Catholic Church 
at work in those countries where she is 
the dominant church. The election of 
a Roman Catholic president would be 
another step for her avowed intention 
of conquering America. 

Those who question the attitude of 
the Roman Catholic Church toward re- 

ligious liberty in the U.S. will do well 

to ponder the statements of Monsignor 
John A. Ryan in his book Catholic 
Principles of Politics (1940), which is 
an approved text in Roman Catholic 
universities and is stamped with the 
imprimatur (it may be published) and 
the nihil obstat (there is nothing against 
it). 

Pope Leo XIII is cited as authority 
for the statement that “the state must 
not only have care for religion but 
recognize the /rue religion. This means 
the true religion practiced by the Cath- 
olic Church.” 

“The state should officially recognize 
the Catholic religion as the religion of 
the commonwealth . . . it should recog- 
nize and sanction the laws of the 
church.” 

One method of dealing with dissent- 
ing churches when Catholicism comes 
into power, says Monsignor Ryan’s 
book, will be to remove their “exemp- 
tion from taxation,” while the Roman 
Catholic Church will retain such exemp- 
tion. If the state refuses to do the will 
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of the church, the pope can, says Dr. 
Ryan, free citizens from their oath of 
allegiance to the state. 

Another book which will open the 
eyes of uninformed Protestants is Ray- 
wood Frazier’s Catholic Words and 
Actions (Los Angeles, 1955), a source 
book of documented and approved 
statements of Roman authorities and 
interviews of the Roman Catholic 
hierarchy. Here are a few quotes: 

“But constitutions can be changed 
and non-Catholic sects may decline to 
such a point that the political proscrip- 
tion of them may become feasible and 
expedient. What protection would they 
have against a Catholic State? The 
latter could logically tolerate only such 
religious activities as were confined to 
the members of the dissenting group. It 
could not permit them to carry on 
general propaganda nor accord their 
organization certain privileges that had 
formerly been extended to all religious 
corporations.” (Fr. Harvey, St. Peter’s 
Roman Catholic Church, New Bruns- 
wick, N. J. New York Herald, May 7, 
1901) 

“It is clear, then, that no Catholic 
may positively and unconditionally ap- 
prove the policy of separation of Church 
and State.” (Msgr. George B. O’Toole, 
Professor of Philosophy at the Catholic 
University of America, 1939) 

“What then is the principal obliga- 
tion of heads of States? 

“Their principal obligation is to prac- 
tice the Catholic religion themselves, 
and, as they are in power, to protect 
and defend it.” 

(REV.) ANDREW MELENDEZ 

St. Louis, Mo. 


Not Bigotry 


It is not bias, bigotry, prejudice, nor 
is it too early, to warn in our writings 
and conversations against possible presi- 
dential candidates whose political or re- 
ligious views and convictions are con- 
trary to our American principles, but it 
is Americanism of the noblest kind. 

The undersigned sent clippings of the 
comment “Too Early” to _ political 
leaders in various parts of the nation; 
the reply was always cordial and en- 
couraging. 

(Rev.) W. T. WOLFRAM 

Ventura, Iowa 
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Warning Should Be Heeded 


Would it be possible for the Lu- 
THERAN WITNESS to publish an article 
that appeared in Christianity Today 
Oct. 28, 1957? Written by a former 
Jesuit trainee, the article warns that 
America needs a new Protestant 
awakening. People who criticize the 
April 22 WiTNEss would change their 
view if they could read this article. 

Just to-quote a few sentences: “Ro- 
man Catholic leaders believe they have 
Protestantism on the run in America. 
. . . Once Roman Catholics become a 
majority in an area, the church reaches 
out, as it always has, for control of the 
political State in order that the State’s 
power may be used to further the in- 
terest of the church. This has always 
been done, and Catholics are taught as 
a matter of dogma that it is the duty of 
the State not to defend religious liberty 
but to suppress it and support the 
church, for the church is a divinely or- 
dained institution. This does not repre- 
sent any secret conspiracy. It is plainly 
and explicitly taught in books of Cath- 
olic doctrine which are available to any 
Protestant to read.” 

There is much more in this article, 
written without animosity or hatred, 
to alert us to the danger confronting 
our country where Rome is concerned. 

We Lutherans should be thankful 
that the WITNESS warns us and should 
take these warnings to heart. 


MARGARET L. SCHROEDER 
St. Louis, Mo. 


They Do Not Separate 


As for those who accuse you of re- 
ligious bigotry, may they be reminded 
that we do separate church and state — 
the Catholics do not. Let the critics 
study any country or community that 
is predominantly Catholic. They'll find 
the answer themselves. 


MyrtTHA WITKOP 
Wilson, New York 


“No Religious Bias” 


Is one attempting to “implant the 
seed of religious bias” just because he 
quotes facts? How is one to learn the 
history and philosophy of any group or 
religion unless he goes directly to its 
sources? 

In Characters of the Inquisition by 
William Walsh, a Roman Catholic, 
p. 293, the author says: “Perhaps it is 
a reflection upon us American Catho- 
lics that we have inspired so little an- 
tagonism thus far. Perhaps we have 
not been telling our neighbors the 
strong truth, the hard saying that they 
will not like: that the real test of our 
republican experiment here must ulti- 
mately be whether it accepts or op- 
poses the Church of Christ; that it must 
become either a Catholic state or a 
slave state.” 

Since when is it a “sinister form of 
bigotry” to merely quote what another 
has written? 


Spokane, Wash. OLIVE GERTZ 
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THE FAMILY COUNCIL 


Two — One Flesh 


The problem: Marriage is often mis- 
understood and made the butt of many 
jokes. Frequently men and women 
rush into marriage. Tragedy follows. 


Case 1: “Bill and I plan to give mar- 
riage a try,” says a bus passenger to 
her young friend. “If it doesn’t work 
out, we can always get a divorce.” 


Case 2: “Mary has a good income,” 
24-year-old John confides to his buddy. 
“She’s a good cook, and she likes to 
do the things I like. I figure I can’t 
lose if I marry her.” 


Is marriage a type of contract ar- 
rangement or business partnership for 
mutual benefit and profit? Many peo- 
ple in our society think so. Such an 
arrangement, they believe, can be 
ended by the consent of both parties. 
They simply tear up the contract and 
search for new partners. 

If the purpose of marriage were to 
reap maximum profit with minimum 
responsibility, a person would be justi- 
fied in trying to make the best “deal.” 

In sharp contrast to this business- 
like contract view, the Christian sees 
marriage as a permanent, responsible 
relationship with deep religious con- 
cerns and expressions. 

Once established between a man 
and a woman, and between both parties 
and God, the marriage relationship is 
not to be dissolved at will. According 
to the Bible, marriage is a covenant 
relationship in which a man and his 
wife become “one flesh.” 

“For this cause,” Jesus said, “shall 
a man leave father and mother, and 
shall cleave to his wife; and they twain 
shall be one flesh. Wherefore they are 
no more twain, but one flesh. What 
therefore God hath joined together, let 
not man put asunder.” (Matt. 19:5, 6) 


Marriage is not to be taken lightly; 
neither is divorce. Divorce is as serious 
as a major surgical operation. For both 
parties, divorce is like trying to am- 
putate a part of themselves. In the 
“one flesh” relationship a man and 
woman become indissolubly related to 
each other, responsible to and for each 
other “for better, for worse; for richer, 
for poorer; in sickness and in health” 
till death them do part. 

St. Paul raises the marriage relation- 
ship to a high spiritual level: “Wives, 
submit yourselves unto your own hus- 
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bands as unto the Lord. .. . Husbands, 
love your wives even as Christ also 
loved the church and gave Himself for 
it” (Eph. 5:22, 25). Husband and wife 
are to serve and love each other in 
Christian love for Christ. 

It always takes two to make an 
argument leading to conflict in mar- 
riage. To ask which one is at fault 
is hardly the question. Both parties 
must bear a share of the burden — 
even in so seemingly clear a case as 
adultery or desertion. A close exam- 
ination of the circumstances will al- 
most invariably reveal that the 
“wronged” partner was also guilty of 
wrong — in lack of warmth, affection, 
understanding, or forgiveness. 

This factor causes real concern 
whenever a church permits the remar- 
riage of “innocent” parties. A Biblical 
understanding of human sinfulness pre- 
cludes such simple evaluation of any 
human situation. When love and for- 
giveness fail, is there really any inno- 
cent party? 


The vast majority of court-severed 
marriages could have been saved if 
the couples had consulted a pastor, 
a marriage counselor, a psychiatrist, 
or the family doctor. 

If the inner conflicts, the real cause 
of surface symptoms, are dealt with 
seriously, the couple may build a happy 
marriage. This is especially true when 
the persons will admit there is fault 
on both sides and look unbiasedly at 
their own personal problems. 

For many couples this process is 
too painful. It is far easier to blame 
the other person. Therefore divorce 
seems to offer the only remedy. 

After the divorce a new marriage 
partner is sought, one who will not 
have the shortcomings of the first. But 
the divorced person carries into the 
second marriage the problems that 
destroyed the first. 

Divorced persons tend to marry part- 
ners strikingly like the first ones. Mar- 
riage partners follow established pat- 
terns. After all, people are generally 
drawn to others who fill certain needs. 


Harry G. CoIneR 


Note: “The Family Council” is pre- 
pared by Synod’s Family Life Commit- 
tee, which welcomes suggestions for 
subjects to be treated in future articles. 
Write: The Family Life Committee, 
210 N. Broadway, St. Louis 2, Mo. 
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Fort WAYNE 


(Continued from page 2) 


Concordia Senior College, the legal 
successor to the 107-year-old Concor- 
dia College preparatory school in Fort 
Wayne, was established by Synod “to 
provide suitable college training at the 
level of the junior and senior years for 
students who plan to enter professional 
training for the Lutheran ministry at 
Concordia Theological Seminary, Saint 
Louis, Missouri.” Graduates of Synod’s 
nine junior colleges will transfer to the 
Senior College to complete the require- 
ment for the Bachelor of Arts degree. 

While the program of studies is pre- 
dominantly in the area of general edu- 
cation, the curriculum emphasizes the 
humanities and the Biblical languages 
at preprofessional levels. Through the 
Board for Higher Education, the entire 
curriculum is co-ordinated with the pro- 
gram of the preparatory schools and the 
seminary. The course of studies is de- 
signed to “contribute to the full educa- 
tional potential in the spiritual, mental, 
physical, cultural, and social growth of 
the student.” 

The faculty of 20 is currently in- 
structing the first class. The institution 
opened with an enrollment of 192 stu- 
dents. Next September, when the pres- 
ent junior class becomes the senior class 
and another junior class is enrolled, the 
college will reach its capacity. 

In addition to the appropriation of 
Synod, private, family, and _ special 
contributions include $44,500 for 
the chapel organ; $29,500 for the free- 
standing tower and cross; $11,400 for 
the library reading room; and $14,000 
for chapel furnishings. 


Members of the church are reminded 
of a resolution adopted by Synod’s 
1956 convention 


that congregations 


offer prayers of thanksgiving and inter- — 


cession for the new school, its faculty, 


and its students, on the day when the ~ 


new school is dedicated. Eabake 


O Thou, Whose Fiery Blessing 


O Thou, whose fiery blessing can 
Make pure the unclean lips of man; 
That takest man and makest him 

A singer with the seraphim; 


O Thou that buildest mighty praise 
From shouts that children’s voices raise; 
That canst, when human voices die, 
Make silent stones to prophesy: 


Oh, speak to us Thy potent Word, 


That we may say, “Thus saith the 
Lord,” 


That in our frailty we may be 
A wall of brass that echoes Thee. 


Tune, The Lutheran Hymnal, 608 
MarTIN FRANZMANN, 1958 


THE LUTHERAN WITNESS — 


‘ 


District Conventions 


exas 
pril 7—11, Austin, Tex. 


Postponed until 1960 was action on 
a resolution to call a full-time presi- 
dent of the Texas District, which met in 
he gymnasium of Concordia College. 
resident Roland Wiederaenders, in- 
umbent since 1950, and Rev. W. H. 
Bewie, who has served in Texas as mis- 
sionary, mission director, and historian, 
were congratulated on being awarded 
the Doctor of Divinity degree from the 
St. Louis seminary. 

Twelve congregations, eight pastors, 

and six teachers were received into 
membership. 
- Youth’s needs “dictate the church’s 
task,” said Dr. Arthur C. Repp, aca- 
demic dean of the St. Louis theolog- 
ical school, in the convention essay on 
“Teach the Word to Youth.” Young 
people are interested in the present, he 
pointed out, not in the future. To be 
relevant, one must “appeal to present 
needs and goals,” the essayist empha- 
sized. 

Contributions to the District regis- 
tered a twenty-three per cent increase 
oyer the previous year, the delegates 
heard. Sixty-five per cent of the 
churches in Texas conducted every- 
member visitations. 

ROBERT E. JONES 


Southern California 
April 13—18, Santa Barbara, Calif. 


_ The Missouri Synod exerts greater 
influence by staying outside the Lu- 
theran World Federation, Dr. John W. 
Behnken told more than 500 members 
of the Southern California District at 
their “Witnessing-for-Christ” conven- 
tion. 

The delegates voted: (1) to oppose 
the taxing of schools; (2) to appeal to 
the Board for Higher Education for the 
establishment of a preparatory school 
in Southern California; (3) to ask the 
District’s churches to devote .5 per 
cent of local budget receipts for semi- 
nary and student support; and (4) to 
reorganize the District’s structure under 
four vice-presidents. 

District budget receipts show an an- 
nual increase of $100,000, it was re- 
ported, since the Fiscal Conference pre- 
sented to the congregations the mission 
challenge for the following year and 
then set up the budget on the basis of 
subsequent congregational pledges. 

The District welcomed eight con- 
gregations, five pastors, and six teach- 
ers. Nine missions were opened in 
1957; five became self-sustaining. 


KurT KLEIN 
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Where Was Mamma? 


My oft-flagging spirits are cheered 
by any little evidence that there are 
a few folks around who are interested 
in taking some hard looks at our cus- 
toms and procedures with a view to 
strengthening the Christian emphasis. 

After all, there is, I believe, about 
as much Christian witness in how we 
act as in what we say we believe. 

And I think all of us (including me) 
can stand to take a squint at some 
so-called “weddings,” which are fashion 
shows with a halo. 

Sometime back the papers gave us 
a ring-side description of the wedding 
of a movie actress better known for 
her figure than her brains. 

Even hard-bitten newspaper report- 
ers referred to the wedding as a 
“Fourth of July celebration,” “a deba- 
cle,” “a circus without elephants.” 

From a pastor’s standpoint I won- 
der how any self-respecting (we won’t 
say “Christian”) clergyman could keep 
his dinner down or be caught in the 
same building with that iniquitous outfit. 

Yet some “Lutheran” wedding gowns 
aren't anything to brag about. 

Along with a lot of fine Christian 
folks in this man’s town, I have dealt 
—in the course of 17 years — with 
low and corrupt, with rich and self- 
righteous Pharisees of the day. So not 
much surprises me any more, and 
I don’t blush too easily. 

But I have blushed in my own 
church. 

Ive seen bridal dresses that made 
me wonder where mamma was when 
the gown was selected. 

And I have seen a bridesmaid of 
whom I wondered whether she was 
outside the dress trying to get in, or 
on the inside trying to get out. 

Is this blunt? Well, it should be. 

I can understand the prospective 
bride being all adither about wedding 
arrangements, etc., and her normally 
sound judgment out of focus, but I be- 
lieve our good Christian mothers ought 
to lay a gentle but firm hand on this 
matter. 

This is a good time not to give in 
when the daughter pleads, “But, 
Mother, all the brides are wearing this 
sort of dress!” 

I have news for you, gal. Not all of 
them are. 

Well, the mailman cometh, so we 
shall call a halt for the nonce, but we 
shall get back to weddings again. 


Decently and in order, 


Yours, etc. 
Pade. OLTO 
— Central Illinois District Edition 
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Books 


American Freedom and Catholic Power. 
By Paul Blanchard. Second edition, 
revised and enlarged. Boston: Beacon 
Press, 1958. Cloth. $3.95. 


The first edition of Blanchard’s work, 
ten years ago, was a best seller. The 
second edition is even better. The social 
and political-aspects of Roman Catholi- 
cism, rather than its theological ones, are 
treated. 

The author calls again for a resistance 
movement to Roman Catholicism, finding 
the greatest hope in the public school sys- 
tem of our country (p. 324). However, 
cultural monism is not needed for the 
triumph of American democracy; our 
country has been strong in the midst of 
diverse cultural traditions. Again, the 
historical educational functions of the 
church, inherent in its mission, cannot be 
set aside. 

Apart from such misgivings regarding 
Blanchard’s position, this reviewer would 
urge that American Freedom and Catholic 
Power be widely disseminated. Roman 
Catholicism cannot be disregarded even in 
its political maneuvers. 

Car S. MEYER 


Devotions and Prayers. By Martin Luther. 
Baker Book House. 111 pages. $1.50. 


A handy pocket-size booklet. Admirable 
for the enrichment of the Christian’s de- 
votional life. 


CAMP ARCADIA 
Will Open on June 15 


Camp Arcadia, owned and op- 
erated by the Walther League, opens 
its 36th season on June 15. W. F. 
“Chief” Weiherman and his wife 
“Mom” will again be hosts at the 
camp in Arcadia, Mich. 


The 1958 program offers interests 
for every age and combination of 
Christian people. Special confer- 
ences at the beginning and end of 
the season for youth workers are 
arranged; June 22 begins the annual 
Confirmand Week. Discussions are 
led by church leaders from many 
areas of the church’s service. Deans 
conduct daily Bible studies and de- 
votions. 


Arcadia has become noted for the 
opportunity it gives busy people to 
gear jangled programs back into 
phase with God and at the same 
time to enjoy rest, exercise, and 
companionship on the shore of Lake 
Michigan. 

The test is the number of second- 
and third-generation campers from 
the same family returning and still 
finding new cheer in worship under 
the stars, in the discussions, new 
friendships, far horizons of the 
church’s work, and the camp’s care- 
ful and imaginative housekeeping. 

Till June 1 write to 875 N. Dear- 
born, Chicago 10, Ill., for informa- 
tion; after that date, directly to 
Camp Arcadia, Arcadia, Mich. 


RICHARD R. CAEMMERER 


Notices 


Ordinations and Installations 
Installed: PASTORS 


Breiholz, E. A., Mount Calvary, Indianola, 
Iowa, by Alan L. Peck, March 30. 

Coates, Tnomas, as professor at Concordia 
Senior College, Fort Wayne, Ind., by Martin 
J. Neeb, March 9. 

Haas, Roland, as asst. professor at Concordia 
Senior College, Fort Wayne, Ind., by Martin 
J. Neeb, March 9. 

Meyer, Arnold F., as Stewardship Counselor 
for the Minnesota District, in Christ, Min- 
neapolis, Minn., by Pres. Ernst H. Stahlke, 
April 13. 

Meyer, John E., as assoc. professor at Concor- 
dia Senior College, Fort Wayne, Ind., by 
Martin J. Neeb, March 9. 

Meyer, Richard Z., Prince of Peace, San 
Diego, Calif., by Paul A. Hilgendorf, Sr., 
March 30. 

Panning, John F., First Trinity, Tonawanda, 
N. Y., by A. F. Krueger, April 13 

Petrich, William H., Trinity, Cincinnati, Ohio, 
by Oscar C. Decker, April 6. 

Schiebinger, Darrell, Berea (Riverview Gar- 
dens), St. Louis, Mo., by Alvin C. Mack, 
April 13. 

Sprengeler, Winfred O., St. John, Wadena, 
Minn., by Henry L. Sprengeler, March 30. 


BRAZIL DISTRICT 


Installed: ae EAE EN os 


Dauernheimer, Eugenio, Linha 15 de Novem- 
bro, Rio Grande do Sul, by Frederico C. 
Otten, on Feb. 9. 

Flor, David, Corrego Grande, Espirito Santo, 
by Otto Lanz, March 2. 

Gueths, Paulo M., Cachoeira do Sul, Rio 
Grande do Sul, by Edvino Hoerlle, Feb. 12. 

Kanitz, Oscar, Baixo Vere and Pato Branco, 
Parana, by Frederico Schroeder, Feb. 9. 

Rehfeldt, Mario, ‘‘Sao Paulo,’ Porto Alegre, 
Rio Grande do Sul, by George Mueller, 
March 9. 

Stern, Martin, Sertao, Rio Grande do Sul, by 
August Gedrat, Feb. 16. 


Installed: el 


Lang, Antonio R., Jaboticaba, Rio Grande do 
Sul, by Erno Welzel, March 2. 


Official Notices 


Rev. Theodore H. Hilgendorvf, R.1, Hilbert, 
Wis., has been appointed Visitor of the Plym- 
outh Circuit (No. 11) to succeed Rev. Gerhardt 
Zuberbier, who has accepted a call into 
another circuit. —H. W. Baxmann, President, 
South Wisconsin District. 


Reu M. Beck, Perryville, Mo., has requested 
a colloquy to enable him to be a full-fledged 
Lutheran teacher. Proper credentials have 
been sent to Prof. Martin L. Koehneke of 
River Forest, Ill. — GEorcE W. Wirtmer, Presi- 
dent, Western District. 


Summer School 
Concordia Seminary, St. Louis, Mo. 


The Summer School sessions at Concordia 
Seminary, St. Louis, will include a number 
of workshops for pastors and teachers of the 
church. 

Institute for Parish Administration will be 
held from July 21 to 25 with the following 
sections: 


1. Planning and Building the Congregation 

. Parish Administration 

. Training the Laity for Evangelism 

- Rural Church Work or Urban Church Work 
- Workshop for District Mission Leaders 


Workshop on Marriage Education and 
Counseling, July 8—12, has been substituted 
for the announced Audio-Visual Workshop. 


Human Relations Workshop will be held 
from June 23 to 27 with a staff of instructors 
including Dr. Andrew Schulze and Dr. Martin 
Scharlemann. 


Workshop for Institutional Chaplains, June 
23 to 27, will be held under the leadership of 
Dr. Henry F. Wind. 


For complete information regarding dates, 
fees, lodging, etc., prospective participants 
are invited to write: Pror. ArTHUR VINCENT, 
Director, Public Relations, Concordia Sem- 
inary, St. Louis 5, Mo. 
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Calls Accepted 


Dr. Gerhard Mundinger, East Lansing, 
Mich., has accepted the call to Concordia 
Senior College, Fort Wayne, Ind., as professor 
in the department of humanities and philos- 
ophy. — Cuirrorp E. AULICK. 


Rev. Erhardt P. Weber has accepted the call 
to the presidency of Concordia College, Port- 
land, Oreg. — ARTHUR SCHOENNAUER. 


Prof. Arno Gueths has accepted the call to 
the presidency of the proseminary (pretheo- 
logical course) at Porto Alegre, Brazil. — 
GrorGE J. MUELLER. 


Election Results 


The Electoral Board of Concordia Senior 
College, convening in Fort Wayne, Ind., 
April 21, called the following: 

Prof. Walter E. Mueller, Seward, Nebr., to 
an associate professorship in English; 

President Walter Wangerin, Edmonton, 
Alta., Canada, professorship in religion; 

Rev. Walter G. Boss, Salem, Oreg., associate 
professorship in German; 

Rev. David S. Schuller, St. Louis, Mo., as- 
sociate professorship in sociology. 

ALLEN H. Fepper, Secretary 


Notice 


A new mission, The Lutheran Church of 
Christ the King, has been established to serve 
Enterprise, Ozark, and Fort Rucker, Ala. 
Anyone knowing of Lutherans or prospective 
Lutherans in these areas, please send their 
names and addresses to: Rev. D. E. SALiacn, 
1205 West Selma, Dothan, Ala. 


Available 
Free: one set altar paraments in violet, 
green, red, white, black. For pulpit and 
lectern only green is available. Also fair 


linen for altar. — Zion LuTHERAN CHURCH, 
Rev. E. J. Nickel, Bancroft, Nebr. 


Wanted 


Outdoor cross for new mission. — CONCORDIA 
EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH, 102 S. Madi- 
son Ave., Greenwood, Ind. 


Used set of Communion ware for new 
church with limited finances. — REDEEMER 
CuurcH, M. J. Paulson, Aurora, Minn. 


Pastors: Changes of Address 


Breiholz, Edwin A., 805 N. First St., In- 
dianola, Iowa 

Cain, Wilbur C., 3428 N. Littlejohn, Fort 
Worth, Tex. 

Friedrich, E. J., em., 7510 Rainbow, Kansas 
City 15, Mo. 

Gallert, Adolph R., 1040 Wayne Ave., De- 
fiance, Ohio 

Goetting, Paul F., 304 W. Palatine Rd., 
Prospect Heights, Ill. 

Harm, Calvin L., Trinity Lutheran Church, 
Hinton, Iowa 

Kellerman, Alvin T., Blairstown, Iowa 

Laesch, Norman T., 244 E. Hilton St., Ma- 
rengo, lowa 

Lammert, Fred R., Box 7, Aliceville, Kans. 

Lehenbauer, Albert W., 2000 Hibernia Blvda., 
New Orleans 22, La. 

Link, Walter J., 218 Seventh Ave., S. W., 
Aberdeen, S. Dak. 

Littmann, Walter, em., R.1, West Middle- 
town, Ohio 

Ludwig, Paul, Jr., 5924 Walraven Circle, 
Fort Worth 15, Tex. 
Mader, Myron G., 910 Fisher Dr. Mailing 
address: R.5, No. 546 B, Ocala, Fla. 
Meyer, Richard Z., 6836 Easton Ct., 
Diego 20, Calif. 

Novotney, Robert, 400 Morrison Ave., Jack- 
son, Minn. 

Petrich, William H., 7261 Gaines Rd., Cin- 
cinnati 39, Ohio 

Fd iter Herbert C., 308 Highland, Normal, 


San 


Rumsey, John C., 300 N. W. 38th Ave., Fort 
Lauderdale, Fla. 
Smith, Chap. (1st. Lt.) Ernest G., 1st Battle 


Grp., 5th Cavalry, APO 24, San Francisco, 


Calif. 
Steinhoff, Henry C., 4310 N. Winchester 
Ave., Chicago 13, Ill 


Thieme, Traugott, em., 7306 Ridge Rd., Chi- 
cago 45, Ill. 


Teachers: 


Buchholz, Emil A., 212 E. State St., North 
Judson, Ind. 

Degitz, Kenneth E., 1720 Timberlane, Saint 
Charles, Mo. 


pais: Robert W., 1515 High St., Chester, 


Klug, Dennis, Readlyn, Iowa 
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Our Venture of Faith. 


February 1 to May 1, 1958 


Contributed by the Districts of Synod 


Alberta and British Col. $  11,791.3m 
Atlantic: {== 101,942.52 | 
California and Nevada 71,250.00 | 
Central. 22 234,648.71 
Central llhnos= =a 94,757.16 | 
Colorado 30,000.00 | 
Eastern «2 2 eee 63,205.91 
Enelishe 2937.2 See 163,069.93 
Florida-Georgia —....---.- 20,002.50 
Iowa East 55128 relies 55,600.00 
lowia West’ 2 = Seas 100,851.00 
Kansas. 2 Lie eee 77,900.00 
Manitoba and Saskatchewan 10,170.46 
Michigan - 242,849.13 
Minnesota ane | 228,940.82 
Montana = sae eee 7,465.89 
North: Dakota == = 36,734.59 
North Wisconsin .-— 97,211.56 
Northern Illinois = 181,299.54 
Northern Nebraska ___- 52,133.58 
Northwest pene asso 76,157.38 
Okiahonas 29,361.31 
Ontario ho 35,000.00 
South Dakota __ 33,968.95 
Souths Wisconsins = === 144,345.04 
Southeastern _ o's 9 68,000.00 
Southern soars 4g 26,250.00 
Southern California — 65,000.00 
Southérn Jilinols = =e 58,610.12 
Southern Nebraska — 59,492.70 
Texis tJ 4 ees Renee 75,000.00 
Western: 223. Sees 200,972.79 


$2,753,982.89 


Required Feb. 1—May 1 = $4,000,000.00 
Received Feb. 1—May 1 2,777,686.49 
—$1,222,313%5m 


CHAS. E. GROERICH, Assistant Treasurer — 


Where Do We Stand? 4q 


Where do we stand at the end of the 
first quarter of 1958? . 


We have received $2,777,686.49 — _ 


or approximately $500,000 more than 
in the first quarter of 1957, This rep-_ 
resents a gain of 21.8% J 


If this rate of gain is maintained, w 
will receive about $15,500,000 by the 
end of Synod’s 1958 fiscal year, the 
Treasurer reports. 


Our approved budget, however, is 


$16,000,000. God’s Spirit has made ~ 


many of our people willing to bring to 
their Lord the offering of their hearts 
and hands. 


Will you encourage one another to 
let the Spirit have His way with all of 
us? Then this approved goal of $16,-. 
000,000 can still be reached. 


ARNOLD H. GRUMM 


é 


THE LUTHERAN WITNESS” 


| 


} 


Briefly Told 


Burglars. St. John’s Lutheran par- 
sonage, Clarinda, Iowa, was burglar- 
ized Good Friday evening while Pastor 
and Mrs. W. H. Discher were attending 
services. The thieves broke the glass of 
a storm door and inside door, ran- 
sacked the house thoroughly, and took 
$21 in cash. The Iowa West Edition 
theorized that the burglars may have 
looked for Holy Week collections and 
warns other pastors and congregations 
not to store offerings in the parsonage. 


Queen of Hearts. Rebecca Otto was 
named Minnesota’s Queen of Hearts 
to personalize the Heart Association 
Fund throughout the State. Minneapolis 
Mayor P. K. Peterson crowned “Queen” 
Rebecca before her tour of activities, 
including appearances on TV. A mem- 
ber of Rev. R. C. Beisel’s University of 
Minnesota group and daughter of Prof. 
Edgar Otto (former campus pastor at 
Iowa State College), Miss Otto serves 
the U of M Gamma Delta Chapter as 
social chairman. 


Guggenheim Grant. Dr. Arthur Carl 
Piepkorn, professor of systematic theol- 
ogy at the St. Louis seminary, was one 
of 322 recipients of Guggenheim fel- 
lowships awarded this year. He will 
use the $4,500 grant to prepare a bibli- 
ography of Lutheran theologians of the 
era of orthodoxy, 1580 to 1713. Ac- 
companied by his wife and two younger 
daughters, Dr. Piepkorn will leave for 
Europe in September, and will use his 
sabbatical leave to study in Western 
Germany, Scandinavia, France, and the 
British Isles. 


Annapolis. A U.S. Naval Academy 
firstclassman teaches the Bible class at 
St. Paul’s Lutheran Church, Annapolis. 
Recently Pastor Arlo J. Nau baptized 
a midshipman and confirmed four other 
“mids,” two staff members, and two 
dependents. “Two of Navy’s first-string 
varsity basketball team were Lu- 
therans,” says the Campus Pastor. 


Blind Student. Wayne Anderson of 
Missouri, a 3.2 student, president of his 
dormitory at University of Colorado, 
and a champion wrestler, “participates 
regularly in worship and at the Lord’s 
Table,” says campus pastor Theo. Scha- 
backer. Anderson is blind. 


Wreath. Representing the Luthe- 
rische Theologische Hochschule, Ober- 
ursel, Dr. William C. Oesch placed 
a wreath on the tomb of Dr. C. F..W. 
Walther in Concordia Cemetery, Saint 
Louis, May 4. Dr. Oesch also ad- 
dressed the St. Louis seminary faculty 
and students on the status of the Free 
Churches in Germany. 
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1,500 Bible Readings. Rev. C. H. 
Little, 86, retired Waterloo seminary 
professor, Waterloo, Ontario, died 
March 31. He read the New Testament 
in Greek 85 times, in German 27 times, 
in Latin once, in French once, and in 
English 1,360 times. CPH published his 
Disputed Doctrines and Lutheran Con- 
fessional Theology. In one of his 
books he mentioned that he had com- 
pleted more than 1,500 readings of the 
Bible. Formerly secretary of the Can- 
ada Lutheran Synod (ULCA), Dr. 
Little was “a true friend” of the Mis- 
souri Synod, writes Rev. Walter O. 
Rathke of Waterloo. 


Settled Theology. The settled theol- 
ogy and the internal solidarity of the 
Missouri Synod were cited by Dr. Mil- 
ton McLean, co-ordinator of religious 


Letters 


“Heady Praise” 


Recent articles on Lutheranism (Look, 
April 1, 1958, and Time, April 7, 1958) 
pay overdue respect to the efforts of the 
Lutheran Church to bring the pure Gospel 
to the nations. However, while graciously 
accepting this, one is compelled to think 
of the articles’ effect on our church and 
to feel some trepidations. 

As our church becomes more prominent 
in the public eye, there will be increas- 
ing pressure from the public to conform. 
When a church is small, its teachings can 
be easily ignored by the public because 
they think a small church body is in- 
significant. However, as a church grows 
larger, more people notice it, and more 
and more critics are attracted. Satan re- 
doubles his efforts against a church suc- 
cessfully preaching the pure Gospel. 

One of his ways of working is not to 
attack directly but to start out by praising 
the good work of the church. This can 
have. quite an effect on the people of the 
church who are unaccustomed to it. Other 
churches have become quite popular, their 
people drinking long draughts of the heady 
praise of the public. But then, when times 
changed, the public began to cease sing- 
ing praises, and the churches began to 
seek ways to keep themselves popular. 
These churches began to compromise with 
their “unpopular” doctrine. The siren song 
of praise helped lead churches to the de- 
structive rocks of liberalism, conformity. 

This, then, is the warning of these ar- 
ticles. Even in them, supposedly reporting 
the facts cf the good work of our church, 
pressure was applied to conform. The ac- 
cent was on the so-called growing liberal- 
ism of the Lutheran churches, on their 
growing co-operation with other churches. 

The article in Time quotes a Missouri 
Synod historian, Jaroslav Pelikan, as say- 
ing of the Missouri Synod: “There is 
a growing restlessness with the literal at- 
titude toward the Bible.” There is implied 
praise, if not a direct praise, of this “grow- 
ing attitude” among the Lutheran churches. 
The articles seem to say that the Lutheran 
churches are finally growing up from their 
unrealistic positions of the past. 
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activities at Ohio State, as factors en- 
abling the church body to chart a con- 
sistent course in its interfaith campus 
program. “In actuality the Missouri 
Synod is more co-operative than other 
denominations who are still fighting 
themselves from the inside,” he told 
the University Religious Council. 


Organist Dies. Louis W. Scherf, or- 
ganist, Sunday school teacher, and 
vestry chairman of St. Mark’s Lu- 
theran Church, Detroit, died in the 
church March 8, just before rehearsal 
with his children’s choir. The children 
whom he trained sang at his funeral. 
Six years ago, while preaching at a 
Good Friday service, Rev. Otto E. 
Marohn, pastor of St. Mark’s, died in 
the arms of his associate, Rev. Erwin 
Kurth. 


Letters to this department must be signed. Names 
will be withheld upon request. The opinions ex- 
pressed are not necessarily those of the Editors, 
who may reject, print in full, or omit matter not 
pertinent. 


Now, it may be that I can’t see the 
woods for the trees or that the “growing 
liberalism” of our church has been suc- 
cessfully masked, but these articles contain 
the first information I have heard of this 
“trend.” JI rather think that there may be 
some few elements of this liberalism in our 
church (there is a variance of beliefs and 
opinions in every church) which these 
articles have ferreted out and presented 
to the public in a “see-the-Lutherans-are- 
reasonable-too” manner. These articles 
have chosen the opinions and beliefs that 
will make the Lutheran church appear 
most popular to the public. Our people 
must not think that all of these ideas are 
characteristic of the thinking of all or even 
the majority of our leaders. We must 
never compromise doctrine. 

Thus, in our growing popularity and 
strength, we must be even more on guard 
against the insidious working of the devil, 
the world, and even our own fleshly liking 
of praise. The uncompromised, pure Gos- 
pel of Jesus Christ has been our strength 
in the past and, by God’s grace, will con- 
tinue to be our strength in the future. 


Gainesville, Fla. JOHN W. KRIENKE 


Booklet for the Bride 


After helping with wedding preparations 
on several occasions I think our church 
cught to publish a booklet which would 
guide all concerned in the selection of 
gowns, music, decorations, and so forth. 
Special consideration should be shown for 
the woman who is planning a second 
marriage. She needs to know what is 
proper and improper. 

I recall reading a motion-picture pro- 
ducer’s comment on a wedding to which 
he was invited. The bride was pretty, he 
said, but the rest of the procession looked 
“like girls in a chorus line.” How often 
that might be said! 

If our church would get out a booklet 
on church weddings, we could present it 
to a future bride. It would also be helpful 
to her parents. 


Illinois C.C. M. 
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Books to Help Every Family pepannonnaes 


with G od 


\ i fil le Visi 


Responsible Family Unit 


Order through your Church Office, Church Display, Bookstore, or directly 
on the coupon below: 


Concordia Publishing House 
3558 S. Jefferson Ave. 

St. Louis 18, Missouri 

Please send me: 


No. 6W1055, LITTLE VISITS WITH GOD. By Jahsmann and 
Simon. @ $3.00 


No. 15W1812, HELPING FAMILIES THROUGH THE CHURCH. 
Edited by Oscar Feucht. @ $3.50 


No. 15W1700, THE SECRET OF BEAUTIFUL LIVING. By Os- 
wald Riess. @ $1.75 


No. 8W1001, MAKE YOURS A HAPPY MARRIAGE. By Geise- 
man. @ $1.50 


I enclose $. 


(To cover partial cost of postage —on all cash orders — please add 
5 cents for each dollar of your total purchase.) 


Name 
Address 
City 


Zone State 


Concordia Publishing House 


OS 


ROS 


which is impregnated with sound doctrines XX 

is a happy combination. The author has ee 

good taste and spiritual perception. It is ee 
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= 134 pages. Cloth. $1.75. Order No. xX 
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OOOOOD 
LITTLE VISITS WITH GOD 


by Allan H. Jahsmann 
and Martin P. Simon 


(Over 40,000 in use in less than a year!) 
“This is what Christian parents are looking 
for to lead their children daily to Jesus. 
It is written in a simple style. Each devo- 
tion (200 in all) is brief and to the point 
so that it holds the attention of even the 
youngest. The simple questions that fol- 
low give the child added incentive to listen 
carefully and give the parents an oppor- 
tunity to talk over the matter with their 
children. The prayers are such as a child 
would speak from his heart. . . . Families 
using this book will be rich indeed for 
their little visits with God.” — Christian 
Parent. 

304 pages. 134 illustrations by Francis 
Hook. Washable full-color cloth cover. 
$3.00. Order No. 6W1055. 


HELPING FAMILIES 
THROUGH THE CHURCH 


Edited by Oscar Feucht 


“It is a thoroughly practical book, as it 
seeks not only to set up ideals for the 
family and the church, but to indicate 
definite ways in which these two great 
institutions can develop within themselves 
and can help each other.” — W. Taliaferro 
Thompson. 
344 pages. 
15W1812. 


THE SECRET OF 
BEAUTIFUL LIVING 


by Oswald Riess 


“As an aid to devotion this book has much 
to commend it. A Christian philosophy 


Cloth. $3.50. Order No. 


ST. LOUIS 18, MISSOURI 
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